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THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SEVERAL  OFFICERS 
OF  THE  TOWN  OF  MERRIMAC 

SELECTMEN’S  REPORT 
To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac: 

A  review  of  the  year  1936  by  your  board  of  Selectmen,  in  sub¬ 
mitting  this  the  sixty-first  annual  report  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac 
will  we  hope  indicate  that  the  results  prove  conclusively  the  progress 
that  has  been  made. 

During  the  past  year,  as  in  1935,  “a  pay  as  you  go  policy”  has 
been  strictly  maintained  by  the  Selectmen. 

By  doing  this,  we  are  happy  to  report  a  total  of  $4881.21  in  un¬ 
expended  balances,  after  offsets,  to  be  added  to  the  surplus  revenue 
of  the  Town. 

The  funded  indebtedness  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac  a  year  ago 
was  $12,800.00.  This  has  been  reduced  $5,600.00  during  the  year, 
making  the  present  outstanding  total  funded  indebtedness  $7,200.00. 
In  addition  to  this  it  has  been  possible  to  reduce  by  $5,000.00  the 
temporary  debt  of  the  Town  for  money  borrowed  in  anticipation  of 
revenue.  The  temporary  debt  on  January  1,  1936  was  $30,000.00. 
On  January  1,  1937  it  was  $25,000.00. 

At  no  time  in  the  last  two  years  has  the  present  Board  of  Se¬ 
lectmen  called  any  special  town  meeting  to  raise  additional  money, 
transfer  only  being  made  from  unexpended  balances.  The  tax  rate 
has  not  been  increased  during  this  period,  the  funded  debt  has  been 
reduced  $11,200.00  and  the  surplus  revenue  account  has  been  in¬ 
creased. 


1936  Unexpended  balances  .  $10,606.46 

Transferred  to  Water  Dept .  $1,500.00 

Transferred  to  Old  Age  Dept .  $2,000.00 

Used  to  offset  loss  in  estimated  receipts  . $2,225.25 


$  5,725.25 
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Net  gain  to  be  added  to  surplus  revenue  .  $  4,881.21 

Reimbursed  by  U.  S.  Old  Age  Grant  available 

Dec.  31,  1936  .  $  2,250.24 

Reimbursed  by  U.  S.  Gov’t  for  Old  Age 
Administration  .  174.24 


Increase  in  available  balances  for  year  1936  .  $  7,305.69 


Comparative  balances  of  combined  surplus  revenue  and  tax  titles 

Tax  Titles  .  $  2,433.84 

Surplus  Revenue  .  26,416.74 

-  $28,850.58 

Tax  Titles  .  $  2,091.92 

Surplus  Revenue  .  32,387.22 

-  $34,479.14 

Tax  Titles  .  $10,651.65 

Surplus  Revenue  .  30,381.49 

U.  S.  Old  Age  balances  .  2,424.48 

-  $43,457.62 

Few  towns  in  Massachusetts  can  say  this  during  such  years  of 
hardships  created  by  unemployment  and  business  depression. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  organized  with  Albert  P.  Wadleigh, 
Chairman,  Hazen  M.  Emery,  Clerk  and  Harold  C.  Lord;  and  then 
organized  as  a  Board  of  Health  with  the  same  officers  and  members. 

The  problem  of  Town  government  since  1929  still  seems  to  in¬ 
crease,  through  general  administrative  laws  and  regulations,  unem¬ 
ployment,  participation  of  federal,  state  and  county  funds,  phases 
of  social  security  legislation  and  many  other  related  subjects. 

The  most  vital  subject  of  financial  importance  to  the  Town  to¬ 
day  is  that  of  full  reimbursement  for  what  the  Town  is  entitled  to 
receive  from  the  State  or  Federal  Government  upon  filling  of  the 
required  and  necessary  notices,  applications,  bills  and  reports.  These 
reimbursements  represent  many  thousand  of  dollars.  Unless  the  rec- 


Jan.  1,  1935 


Jan.  1,  1936 


Jan.  1,  1937 
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ords  are  constantly  checked  and  kept  up  to  date  an  unseen  loss  can 
easily  occur  which  cannot  be  received  after  the  time  limits  to  file  to 
receive  such  funds  have  expired  .It  has  taken  nearly  two  years  to 
check  all  the  various  phases  of  reimbursements  to  which  the  Town 
is  entitled,  but  this  has  been  done  and  we  believe  that  the  Town  is 
now  receiving  nearly  the  maximum  amount  made  possible  by  law. 

The  largest  saving  of  the  year  of  $4,605.98  has  been  made  by 
the  Welfare  Department  which  is  detailed  in  their  report. 

The  unexpended  balance  of  Soldiers’  Relief  for  the  year  is 
$1,482.68. 

Both  Soldiers  Relief  and  Welfare  Department  savings  are  in  a 
large  measure  due  to  the  fact  that  many  men  previously  receiving 
these  forms  of  relief  have  been  assigned  to  W.  P.  A.  work  during  the 
year  and  have  been  almost  self  supporting. 

The  increasing  sound  financial  condition  of  the  Town  has  made 
it  possible  to  borrow  money  in  anticipation  of  revenue  at  as  low  a 
rate  as  374-1000  of  one  percent.  This  account  shows  an  unexpended 
balance  of  $412.24.  Competitive  bids  may  also  have  something  to 
do  with  the  result;  it  cost  the  Town  in  1936  for  interest  $587.76,  in 
1935  it  cost  $1015.86  and  in  1934  the  total  was  $1926.75. 

The  general  duties  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  this  year  have 
been  manifold  and  as  the  annual  Town  Report  is  the  only  condensed 
record  of  what  has  been  done,  it  is  well  to  specify  the  nature  of 
the  work. 

The  Highway  Department  has  been  conducted  in  a  very  effi¬ 
cient  and  excellent  manner  by  Aaron  A.  Hume  who  was  appointed 
Supt.  of  Streets.  For  the  first  time  in  several  years  this  department 
shows  an  unexpended  balance  of  $424.65  at  the  end  of  the  year.  By 
using  the  town  truck  more  and  hired  trucks  less,  a  large  saving  was 
affected  which  helped  to  build  up  the  road  machinery  account  and 
enabled  the  Selectmen  to  authorize  the  Supt.  of  Streets  to  buy  new 
tracks  for  the  tractor  and  new  blades  for  the  snow  plow  including 
tires  and  all  necessary  repairs  on  road  machinery  without  incurring 
any  extra  taxation.  As  a  further  result  of  these  savings  it  was  possible 
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from  the  Highway  fund  to  construct  new  railings  along  the  river 
bank  at  Merrimaeport  and  to  erect  new  directional  signs  at  the  junc¬ 
tions  of  many  of  the  streets  of  the  town.  The  sidewalk  and  cement 
retaining  wall  around  the  public  library  was  completed  almost  wholly 
from  the  balances  of  funds  received  from  the  State  under  Chapter 
464  Acts  of  1935.  It  wTas  much  better  to  wait  a  few  months  to  com¬ 
plete  this  work  from  available  funds  than  to  incur  unnecessary  ex¬ 
pense. 

Of  the  $500.00  appropriation  voted  by  the  Town  for  Chapter  90 
maintenance  work,  an  amount  to  be  spent  equal  to  the  contribution 
of  the  State;  $375.00  was  received  from  the  State  and  $375.00  al¬ 
lowed  by  the  Town.  The  most  of  this  $750.00  was  used  in  oiling,  and 
rebuilding  the  shoulders  on  the  Highland  road  from  Upper  Church 
Street  to  the  Newton  line. 

The  sidewalks  on  the  State  Highway  have  been  completed  and 
the  remaining  curbings  installed.  These  sidewalks  cost  the  State 
about  $13,000.00  and  are  a  distinct  improvement  as  now  a  complete 
sidewalk  is  provided  from  the  PXaverhill  to  the  Amesbury  line. 

The  most  definite  benefits  to  the  Town  in  1936  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  through  the  Works  Progress  Administration  of  the  United 
States  Government. 

Under  the  E.  R.  A.  in  Merrimac,  this  work  was  done  by  a  paid 
E.  R.  A.  Administrator  and  Clerk.  Under  the  W.  P.  A.  set  up,  the 
government  ruled  that  local  governments  must  pay  their  own  costs 
of  administrations  and  that  in  towns  the  Selectmen  should  decide 
what  projects  shall  operate  as  quotas  and  funds  permit.  In  1935  in 
Merrimac  the  government  paid  J.  K.  Sargent  and  H.  R.  Eastman  a 
total  of  $33.00  a  week  for  this  work.  In  1936  under  the  W.  P.  A.  all 
the  necessary  administrative  work  in  Merrimac  has  been  performed 
by  Albert  P.  Wadleigh,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen.  Mr. 
Wadleigh  has  done  all  this  extra  W.  P.  A.  work  without  receiving  any 
compensation  whatever.  It  can  be  easily  seen  that  while  this  has 
saved  the  Town  between  $1000.00  and  $1500.00  last  year  it  can 
hardly  be  expected  next  year  to  have  whoever  may  be  co-ordinator, 
perform  this  work  unpaid. 
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The  amount  received  by  Merrimac  from  the  Federal  govern¬ 
ment  for  C.  W.  A.  and  E.  R.  A.  activities  in  1934  was  $27,969.61 
and  in  1935  about  $40,000.00.  Largely  as  a  result  of  Mr.  Wadleigh’s 
activities  in  complete  cooperation  with  the  W.  P.  A.  officials,  there 
has  been  spent  in  1936  in  Merrimac  as  grants  from  the  Federal  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  over  $81,000.00,  that  is  $64,974.48  for  labor  payrolls 
and  over  $16,500.00  for  materials  and  truck  hire  furnished  by  the 
Federal  Government.  To  receive  the  above  amounts  from  tFe  Fed¬ 
eral  Government  the  Town  contributed  in  1936  from  the  local 
W.  P.  A.  fund  $2,830.18  and  $260.00  from  the  Public  Welfare  De¬ 
partment,  or  a  total  of  $3,090.18  to  receive  benefits  of  over  $81,- 
000.00.  We  especially  express  the  appreciation  of  the  Town  of 
Merrimac  to  Hon.  Daniel  W.  Mahoney,  Essex  Co.  W.  P.  A.  Regional 
Director  at  Salem  and  all  his  associates  for  their  many  kindnesses 
shown  the  Town. 

By  instituting  a  check  and  follow  up  system  Mr.  Wadleigh  has 
gone  to  Salem  about  once  a  week,  checking  the  various  phases  of 
each  project  in  operation,  so  that  the  least  possible  lapses  should 
occur,  either  in  work  for  Merrimac  persons  employed,  anticipation 
of  funds,  materials,  truck  hire,  etc.  This  has  given  many  people  work 
almost  the  entire  year.  Under  the  E.  R.  A.  an  average  of  about  65 
persons  were  employed.  During  1936  the  number  has  ranged  from 
83  to  118  at  various  periods. 

This  means  that  W.  P.  A.  projects  were  operated  for  the  great¬ 
est  benefit  of  the  Town  on  a  whole  as  well  as  the  individuals  em¬ 
ployed.  These  projects  included  Farm  to  Market  roads  repaired, 
Eradication  of  Apple  pests,  Supplementary  work  on  High  School 
Playground,  Moth  Extermination,  Town  Forest,  Cement  Sidewalks 
in  and  around  Merrimac  Square,  Cement  Sidewalks  on  various  streets, 
Improving  Locust  Grove  Cemetery,  Flood  relief  work,  Commodity 
Distribution,  W.  P.  A.  Band  concerts,  Beautification  of  State  High¬ 
way  and  Sewing  project.  Some  work  has  also  been  obtained  for  Mer¬ 
rimac  people  outside  the  quota  as  on  the  Haverhill  Sea  Wall,  Traffic 
surveys,  Youth  instruction,  etc. 

The  Farm  to  Market  Road  project  has  enabled  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  many  roads  in  Merrimac  which  probably  could  not  have 
been  repaired  by  the  Town  for  many  years.  Through  this  project, 
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from  twenty  to  thirty  men  have  been  employed  all  the  year  under 
the  supervision  of  Charlie  Wallace  as  Foreman  subject  to  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  an  engineer  of  the  Mass.  Dept,  of  Public  Works.  More  money 
has  thus  been  received  and  spent  for  road  improvement  in  1936  than 
any  other  year  since  the  incorporation  of  the  Town.  The  Harriman 
road  has  been  widened,  gravelled  and  drained  the  full  length.  The 
Birchmeadow  road  connecting  the  farms  of  Carroll  Riley,  Charles  E. 
Hoyt  and  Mrs.  Munroe  Sargent  has  been  widened,  gravelled  and  al¬ 
most  entirely  rebuilt,  with  suitable  drainage  removing  largely  the 
possibility  of  the  deep  mud  of  each  spring.  The  Hadley  road  has  been 
rebuilt  about  85%  complete  from  the  Saunders  Hill  road  to  the 
Newton  line.  This  improvement  should  be  an  added  inducement  for 
building  in  this  section  which  is  Merrimac’s  most  natural  outlet  for 
future  real  estate  development.  The  Newton  road  has  been  gravelled, 
as  has  the  lower  end  of  Emery  Street.  Water  Street  has  been  gravelled 
a  considerable  distance,  and  almost  complete  drainage  installed,  and 
North  Street  is  now  being  widened,  drained  and  gravelled.  The  total 
cost  to  the  Town  of  Merrimac  on  the  Farm  to  Market  project  in 
1936  was  $330.26  while  the  U.  S.  Gov’t  has  contributed  nearly  $30,- 
000.00  on  this  road  improvement. 

The  work  in  the  Town  Forest  has  provided  one  of  the  best  of 
winter  projects.  This  work  employed  groups  of  from  12  to  43  men 
according  to  the  relation  of  the  quota  allowed  at  a  given  time.  The 
supervisory  foreman  of  this  work  was  John  E.  Bean.  Aside  from  the 
relief  employment  this  provided,  the  most  of  the  wood  cut  was  dis¬ 
tributed  to  Soldiers  Relief  and  Public  Welfare  cases.  If  the  Town 
had  to  buy  this  wood  at  $12.00  a  cord  it  can  readily  be  appreciated 
what  the  Town  saves  in  this  direction. 

The  almost  completion  of  the  grounds  west  of  the  High  School  at 

Middle  Street  as  a  playing  field  extends  the  grounds  to  a  good  ad¬ 
vantage.  Wilbur  Colby  and  John  E.  Bean  supervised  this  work. 

Eradications  of  Apple  pests  and  extermination  of  moths  were 
operated  under  S.  C.  Doust  as  foreman  and  provided  work  for  about 
7  men.  While  the  Town  appropriation  for  moth  extermination  more 
than  meets  the  requirements  of  the  State  Law,  these  projects  were 
worth  while. 
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Owing  to  quota  limitations  it  was  impossible  to  set  up  the  Locust 
Grove  Cemetery  project  for  further  improvement  of  the  grounds  until 
August  14th  and  this  project  operated  for  four  months.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  under  the  E.  R.  A.  several  thousands  of  dollars  had 
already  been  spent  in  Locust  Grove  Cemetery  and  that  all  money 
available  under  the  E.  R.  A.  project  had  been  used  up  under  the 
direction  of  the  Cemetery  Trustees.  The  W.  P.  A.  project  to  grade 
and  improve  Locust  Grove  Cemetery  was  approved,  that  if  it  worked 
as  a  relief  measure  it  would  involve  no  expense  to  the  Town  and 
allow  about  $9500.00  on  this  project  if  federal  funds  were  available 
for  this  purpose  and  the  quota  permitted.  During  the  four  months  of 
the  operation  allowed  on  this  project  in  1936,  the  W.  P.  A.  con¬ 
tributed  $2821.55  for  actual  labor  cost  and  $933.86  for  materials 
and  truck  hire  or  a  total  of  $3755.41.  The  cost  to  the  Town  was 
$186.86  or  an  expenditure  at  Locust  Grove  on  this  project  of 
$3942.27. 

The  Commodity  Distribution  project  has  distributed  a  large 
amount  of  food  and  clothing  to  the  needy,  the  amounts  of  which  are 
detailed  in  another  place  in  this  report. 

.  •  / '  i  ■ . 

•  •  •  v=.  i 

The  Sewing  project  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Lizzie  Car¬ 
penter  as  foreman  has  given  work  all  the  year  to  over  twenty  persons 
and  large  amounts  of  clothing  have  been  distributed  in  Merrimac 
aside  from  the  larger  quantity  shipped  to  the  commodity  depot  at 
Haverhill. 

Cement  sidewalks  in  and  around  Merrimac  Square  are  now  a 
reality.  The  old  sidewalks  had  been  built  over  sixty  years  and  were 
in  many  places  dangerous  to  the  travel  of  pedestrians.  This  was  the 
first  W.  P.  A.  project  prepared  by  this  Board  of  Selectmen.  Under  the 
supervision  of  Ralph  L.  Buzzelle  as  foreman  this  work  started  about 
May  15th  and  was  completed  about  September  15th.  This  project 
provided  entirely  new  cement  sidewalks.  (“1464  square  yards  of  ce¬ 
ment  sidewalks  in  and  around  Merrimac  Square.  From  a  point  in  front 
of  Perley  Hargraves  residence,  to  front  of  Rowell  Block,  to  Church 
Street,  to  Mechanics  Street,  easterly  side,  thence  starting  in  front  of 
building  occupied  by  G.  A.  R.  south  side  to  Grove  Street,  then  from 
and  in  front  of  Baptist  Church.  From  Grove  Street,  in  front  of  block 
of  Merrimac  Savings  Bank  to  Little’s  Court  on  Main  Street  north 
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side.  Thence  from  in  front  of  New  Monomack  Inn,  south  side,  to 
cement  of  Standard  Oil  Co.  Then  starting  at  corner  of  School  Street 
to  point  opposite  Center  School  entrance,  thence  on  easterly  side  of 
School  Street  from  Central  Fire  Station  to  and  around  corner  of 
Town  Offices  and  Hall  to  Assessors  Office,  thence  from  front  of 
Block  occupied  by  Post  Office  and  Town  Clerk’s  Office  to  Main 
Street,  thence  on  Main  Street  to  present  cement  sidewalk.  The  bricks 
taken  from  old  walks  to  be  used  in  building  catch  basins,  etc.,  for 
the  Town”) .  This  completed  project  has  received  the  most  favorable 
comment  not  only  in  town  but  from  people  passing  through  Merri¬ 
mac  from  many  other  communities.  The  expense  of  this  project  fol¬ 
lows  as  to  final  complete  costs: 

Cement  sidewalks  in  and  around  Merrimac  Square 


Labor  costs  furnished  by  U.  S.  Government .  $3954.93 

Cement,  materials,  truck  hire,  etc.  furnished  by 

U.  S.  Government .  1578.56 

$5533.49 


Other  necessary  costs  paid  by  Town  of  Merrimac  .  517.52 


'  Total  cost  of  project  . .  $6051.01 

;  : :  i  i  ^  \  ■  ,  •  :  . 

Percentage  of  cost  by  U.  S.  Govt .  91  2-3% 

Percentage  of  cost  by  Town  of  Merrimac . 8  1-3% 

-  100% 


1  :  '  •  •  •'  i . :  *  :  i  :  . '  )  *  •  • ; : 

Between  15  and  20  men  were  employed  in  building  these  side¬ 
walks. 

‘  !  ;  :  ii  •  '  '  1  •  .  .  .  I  ;  . 

The  second  large  cement  sidewalks  W.  P.  A.  project  proposed 

’  1  *'•  i  V 

by  rhe  present  Board  of  Selectmen  involving  replacements  of  and 
new  cement  sidewalks  on  most  of  the  principal  streets  of  the  Town 
was  submitted  in  August  1935.  It  took  Mr.  Wadleigh  nearly  a  year 
to  get  the  final  approvals  from  Salem,  Boston  and  Washington  on 
this  project.  Final  approval  was  received  in  August,  1936  in  which 
the  government  agreed  to  an  expenditure  on  their  part  for  this  work 
of  $30,071.00  employing  up  to  53  men  if  the  quota  permits  the  cost 
to  the  Town  for  this  work  being  estimated  less  than  $1000.00  as  the 
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project  was  submitted  before  June  30,  1936.  Work  was  started  Sep¬ 
tember  15,  1936  on  this  project  with  a  crew  of  15  men  with  Ralph 
L.  Buzzelle  as  foreman  and  continued  until  about  December  15th. 
During  these  three  months  a  new  cement  sidewalk  750  feet  in  length 
was  built  on  the  southerly  side  of  Green  Street,  and  in  front  of  the 
residence  of  the  late  F.  B.  Judkins,  and  from  the  residence  of  Louis 
Davis  on  Locust  Street  around  the  comer  of  Main  Street  to  Judkins 
shop  including  the  levelling  of  the  dangerous  corner  of  the  old  side¬ 
walk,  resetting  curb  stones  and  building  retaining  wall  at  corner  of 
Main  and  Locust  Street,  and  also  building  base  for  new  sidewalk  on 
Grove  Street  to  Orchard  Street  from  the  upper  corner  of  Woodland 
Street. 

The  costs  of  this  project  to  date  are: 

Labor  costs  furnished  by  U.  S.  Government .  $2675.78 

Materials  and  truck  hire  furnished  by  U.  S.  Government  1477.35 


$4153.13 

Other  necessary  costs  paid  by  Town  of  Merrimac .  685.90 

Total  cost  of  project  to  date .  $4839.03 


If  government  funds  are  available  and  quotas  permit,  this  cement 
sidewalk  project  can  be  continued  through  the  year  1937  to  the 
amount  of  the  original  total  approved. 

During  the  summer  months  five  excellent  band  concerts  were 
held  in  the  Town  Hall  and  on  the  grounds  of  the  American  Legion 
Home  by  the  W.  P.  A.  Band  of  Haverhill  with  Paul  Giles  of  Haver¬ 
hill,  Conductor.  It  is  a  source  of  regret  that  these  concerts  were  not 
largely  attended  as  the  programs  were  well  selected  and  finely 
rendered. 

March  19th  to  22nd,  1936  inclusive  will  long  be  remembered  as 
the  days  of  the  great  flood  in  the  Merrimack  river,  the  biggest  over¬ 
flow  in  known  history.  The  roads  at  Merrimacport  were  covered  in 
several  places  with  dirt,  silt  and  mud  three  feet  deep.  This  town  is 
fortunate  that  there  was  not  so  much  property  destruction  here,  al¬ 
though  about  seven  houses  were  quite  badly  damaged.  All  precautions 
to  guard  against  disease  and  safeguard  health  were  promptly  taken 
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by  the  Selectmen  as  a  Board  of  Health.  Dr.  E.  M.  Gale  of  this  town 
was  authorized  by  us  to  inspect  and  report  daily  the  health  aspects 
of  the  situation  and  with  Dr.  Archibald  of  Lynn,  Essex  County 
Representative  of  the  State  Board  of  Health;  and  State  Sanitary 
Engineer,  Willard  Little  of  Newburyport  did  very  effective  work. 
The  various  wells  were  thoroughly  chlorinated.  An  emergency  order 
was  immediately  given  us  by  Hon.  Daniel  W.  Mahoney,  Essex  County 
W.  P.  A.  Administrator  to  transfer  all  Merrimac  men  on  W.  P.  A. 
work  to  flood  relief  work  the  second  day  after  the  flood  subsided. 
Local  W.  P.  A.  projects  were  temporarily  suspended  and  about  75 
Merrimac  men  put  on  a  flood  relief  project  at  Merrimacport  to  clear 
the  roads  and  remove  the  debris.  This  work  was  permitted  for  a 
period  of  six  weeks,  75  men  being  engaged  the  first  three  weeks  and 
40  men  the  remainder  of  the  job.  The  U.  S.  Government  through  the 
W.  P.  A.  also  furnished  the  trucks  needed.  Bridge  Street,  Merrimac 
Street  and  Water  Street  were  cleared;  all  rubbish,  debris  and  oil 
soaked  bushes  along  the  river  bank  burned  or  removed  from  the 
Haverhill  line  to  the  Amesbury  line.  This  work  was  done  so  well 
that  the  improved  condition  of  the  river  bank  has  elicited  much 
favorable  comment  and  the  Selectmen  have  received  letters  from  resi¬ 
dents  of  other  cities  and  towns  remarking  how  much  better  it  now 
looks.  The  W.  P.  A.  office  paid  the  labor  and  truck  hire  costs  which 
amounted  to  over  $6,000.00.  This  contribution  alone  from  the  United 
States  Government  in  such  an  emergency  means  much  to  the  Town 
of  Merrimac  and  especially  if  the  town  had  to  pay  the  costs.  Again 
we  acknowledge  our  gratitude  to  Director  Mahoney  and  his  associates 
and  to  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Works  for  their  co¬ 
operation  and  assistance. 

A  project  for  beautification  of  the  State  Highway  has  been  in 
operation  since  September  employing  from  17  to  28  Merrimac  men 

with  W.  P.  A.  funds  under  the  direction  of  Clarence  O.  Libby  as 
foreman.  All  weeds,  unnecessary  bushes,  etc.,  have  been  removed. 
Many  sections  of  each  side  of  the  road  have  been  graded,  and  prelim¬ 
inary  work  to  planting  trees  and  suitable  shrubbery  engaged  in.  This 
project  covers  the  whole  distance  from  the  Haverhill  to  the  Amesbury 
line  within  the  limits  of  the  State  Highway  and  does  much  to  create 
a  clean  and  attractive  appearance. 

The  duties  of  the  Selectmen  as  a  Board  of  Health  involved  the 
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situation  arising  at  the  time  of  the  flood  heretofore  referred  to,  gen¬ 
eral  oversight  of  dangerous  diseases  and  tuberculosis  hospital  cases. 
The  reimbursements  to  the  town  from  the  State  from  Tuberculosis 
subsidies  were  individually  checked  both  as  to  law  and  to  fact.  We 
found  that  the  town  lost  a  considerable  sum  of  money  over  a  period 
of  several  years  by  not  filing  proper  notices  of  admission  to  claim 
reimbursement.  We  recovered  some  on  one  case  and  verified  the 
others  with  the  necessary  notices.  During  the  first  of  the  year  there 
were  five  Merrimae  cases  at  Middleton.  Two  have  since  been  dis¬ 
charged  and  two  have  died.  At  present  only  one  Merrimae  resident 
is  at  the  T.  B.  hospital.  A  claim  of  settlement  in  another  case  was 
made  against  Merrimae  but  we  proved  conclusively  that  the  City  of 
Salem  should  bear  the  responsibility. 

Thirty-three  cases  of  diseases  dangerous  to  public  health  were 
reported  during  the  year — Dog  bites  16,  Chicken  Pox  2,  Influenza  7, 
Lobar  Pneumonia  3,  Measles  3,  Whooping  Cough  1  and  Pulmonary 
T.  B.  1.  In  1935  there  were  only  five  cases  of  dog  bites  and  this  in¬ 
crease  to  16  cases  in  1936  seems  unusual. 

All  appropriations  of  the  Town  are  still  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  State  Emergency  Finance  Board  until  the  close  of  the  year 
1938,  owing  to  the  money  borrowed  in  1933  from  the  Common¬ 
wealth  for  Public  Welfare  purposes.  The  Emergency  Finance  Board 

disapproved  the  amount  of  $600.00  voted  by  the  Town  to  extend 
Lighting  service  on  Emery  Street,  and  disapproved  $1,000.00  of  the 
$1,500.00  voted  for  Chapter  90  road  maintenance  work.  It  was  agreed 
to  reduce  the  W.  P.  A.  material  appropriations  $500.00  on  account  of 
the  apparent  ability  of  projects  contemplated  to  be  kept  by  the 
Selectmen  within  available  balances  plus  a  lesser  appropriation. 

Under  the  present  rules  for  new  W.  P.  A.  projects  the  U.  S. 
Government  asks  in  most  cases  that  the  town  agrees  to  contribute 
20%  of  the  total  cost  of  the  project.  This  does  not  apply  to  projects 
approved  prior  to  June  30,  1936.  As  the  Selectmen  caused  to  be 
written  prior  to  June  30,  1936  a  sufficient  number  of  projects  for  an 
extended  period  based  on  seasonal  activities,  there  will  be  available 
for  most  of  the  coming  year  projects  in  which  the  costs  to  the  Town 
will  not  be  excessive. 
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The  Selectmen  take  this  opportunity  to  especially  acknowledge 
the  thorough,  accurate  and  faithful  work  of  the  Town  Accountant,  W. 
Harold  Whiting.  Few  people  realize  how  exacting  are  the  duties  of 
that  office.  The  extra  financial  returns  and  reports  required  of  the 
Town  Accountant  made  necessary  by  the  W.  P.  A.  agencies,  social 
security  act,  and  old  age  assistance  federal  grants,  in  addition  to  the 
regular  work  should  be  given  careful  consideration  by  the  town  in 
determining  the  compensation  of  this  position. 

The  revenues  received  by  the  Police  Department  from  court 
fines  and  forfeits  of  $926.60  through  the  District  Court,  creditably 
reflects  the  efficiency  of  Chief  James  P.  Donahue  and  officers  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  cases  were  handled. 

We  also  express  our  appreciation  to  all  citizens  and  residents  of 
this  Town,  Officers,  Boards,  Departments  or  employees  who  have 
cooperated  with  us  in  the  year  1936  to  make  the  creditable  showing 
that  appears  on  the  Balance  Sheet  of  the  Annual  Report.  We  also 
express  our  gratitude  to  all  those  connected  with  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Public  Works,  District  Engineers  Office,  W.  P.  A. 
State  and  Regional  Office,  and  all  Federal,  State  or  County  officials 
or  employees  who  have  aided  us  to  give  Merrimac  a  continued  ad¬ 
ministration  of  affairs  worthy  of  its  credit. 

Once  a  year  the  Selectmen  are  required  by  law  to  make  a  report 
to  the  citizens  of  the  Town  as  to  what  has  been  done  in  the  preceding 
year.  Town  business  is  public  business.  The  citizens  are  entitled  to 
know  how  the  money  is  being  spent,  where  it  comes  from,  if  full  re¬ 
imbursements  are  being  received  and  the  affairs  of  the  Town  prop¬ 
erly  safeguarded. 

A  few  years  from  now  the  record  as  found  in  the  Annual  Town 
Report  will  probably  be  the  only  printed  condensed  account  of  what 
occurred  in  Merrimac  town  affairs  in  the  year  1936. 

The  Town  of  Merrimac  has  come  through  the  depression  much 
better  than  many  towns  of  the  Commonwealth,  because  the  burden 
in  Merrimac  has  been  borne  by  not  allowing  the  accumulation  of 
increased  debt.  A  sound  financial  policy  has  been  steadily  main- 
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tained.  The  outlook  for  the  coming  year  appears  much  brighter  than 
at  any  time  in  seven  years,  and  Merrimac  as  a  Town  can  still  face 
the  future  undaunted  and  unafraid. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALBERT  P.  WADLEIGH, 

HAZEN  M.  EMERY, 

HAROLD  C.  LORD, 

Selectmen  of  Merrimac. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MERRIMAC  BOARD  OF 

PUBLIC  WELFARE 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac: 

The  Merrimac  Board  of  Public  Welfare  organized  March  4, 
1936,  with  Mrs.  Ellen  M.  Wallace,  Chairman;  Albert  P.  Wadleigh, 
Clerk  and  Fred  T.  Hopkinson  as  third  member. 

The  number  of  persons  unemployed  in  Merrimac  during  the 
year  has  not  decreased  to  any  large  extent  although  there  seem  to 
be  indications  of  business  improvement. 

We  have  made  special  endeavor  to  induce  all  those  receiving 
public  welfare  who  were  able  to  work  to  accept  such  positions  as  the 
W.  P.  A.  office  might  assign  them. 

It  has  constantly  been  the  purpose  of  the  Merrimac  Board  of 
Public  Welfare  to  render  adequate  relief  to  all  needy  persons  and  at 
the  same  time  safeguard  the  funds  of  the  Town. 

No  worthy  case  has  been  denied  assistance  upon  a  full  presenta¬ 
tion  and  investigation  of  the  actual  facts. 

The  number  of  persons  in  Merrimac  in  1936  who  received  pub¬ 
lic  welfare  in  some  form  was  271,  as  against  415  in  the  same  period 
in  1935  and  428  in  1934.  This  looks  like  a  big  reduction  in  persons 
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aided  but  it  is  not  wholly  a  true  comparison  as  14  men  supporting 
71  persons  previously  receiving  public  welfare  were  able  to  work  on 
W.  P.  A.  projects  the  whole  year  without  being  obliged  to  obtain 
any  local  public  welfare. 

The  results  of  the  year  are  we  believe  pleasing  to  the  taxpayers 
of  Merrimac  who  have  carried  the  load  of  expense  arising  from  the 
results  of  the  depression. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  that  the  Merrimac  Board  of  Public 
Welfare  in  1936  has  been  able  to  return  to  the  Town  $4605.98  as 
an  unexpended  balance  of  its  appropriation. 

By  showing  such  a  saving  in  this  Department  it  was  possible  for 
the  Town  at  a  special  Town  meeting  to  transfer  $1000.00  of  this  bal¬ 
ance  to  the  Water  Department  for  emergency  repairs,  etc.,  without 
incurring  additional  taxation,  and  also  to  transfer  $2000.00  more  of 
this  balance  to  the  Old  Age  Assistance  Bureau  pending  receipt  of  the 
reimbursements  due  from  the  Federal  Government. 

The  Public  Welfare  costs  in  Merrimac  were  $28,115.90  in  1934; 
$24,157.22  in  1935  and  $19,416.32  in  1936. 

The  duties  of  the  Board  of  Public  Welfare  still  continue  to  in¬ 
crease  by  particular  reference  of  this  department  to  the  several 
agencies  of  the  United  States  Government  providing  Federal  relief. 

All  the  legal  settlements  relative  to  temporary  aid,  mothers  aid, 
care  of  the  sick  poor,  old  age  assistance  cases,  changes  in  law  and 
departmental  regulations  with  reference  to  reimbursements  have  been 
carefully  studied  and  checked  and  the  records  kept  up  to  date.  The 
item  of  welfare  reimbursements  from  the  Commonwealth,  and  other 
cities  and  towns  involves  thousands  of  dollars  and  is  easily  the  most 
vital  spot  in  the  system  that  requires  constant  attention. 

The  benefits  of  the  town  in  1936  from  the  Works  Progress  Ad¬ 
ministration  are  outlined  in  detail  in  the  Selectmen’s  report. 

On  July  23,  1936  at  the  request  of  the  Federal  Government  to 
designate  a  W.  P.  A.  Certifying  Agency  in  Merrimac  under  the  re- 
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vised  Federal  regulations  the  Board  of  Selectmen  voted  to  designate 
the  Merrimac  Board  of  Public  Welfare  as  the  local  Certifying  Agency. 
From  the  first  of  the  year  until  the  set  up  of  Certifying  Agencies  the 
government  would  not  accept  new  registrations  for  W.  P.  A.  work. 
On  Aug.  28,  1936  Albert  P.  Wadleigh  was  authorized  by  Hon.  Daniel 
W.  Mahoney,  Essex  County  W.  P.  A.  Regional  Director,  to  act  as 
the  Certifying  Agent  of  the  Merrimac  Board.  The  first  new  registra¬ 
tions  were  accepted  as  submitted  on  Sept.  11,  1936  and  since  that 
time  Mr.  Wadleigh  has  certified  about  50  Merrimac  residents  as  new 
cases  eligible  for  W.  P.  A.  work.  Persons  working  on  W.  P.  A.  projects 
between  Oct.  16  and  Nov.  15th  or  new  certifications  submitted  by 
the  agency  before  Oct.  16,  1936  do  not  have  to  be  recertified.  How¬ 
ever  at  the  present  time,  if  the  name  of  a  W.  P.  A.  worker  does  not 
appear  on  the  weekly  payroll,  after  one  week  the  person  is  dropped 
and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  secure  a  replacement  until  such  time 
as  quotas  for  1937  are  established. 

Applications  for  the  Civilian  Conservative  Corps  in  Merrimac 
were  not  as  many  in  1936  as  in  1935.  About  ten  Merrimac  young 
men  have  received  the  benefits  of  this  work  during  the  year,  and  all 
matters  relative  to  their  applications  and  entry  have  been  handled 
by  the  local  Welfare  Board. 

The  W.  P.  A.  sewing  unit  has  been  sponsored  by  the  Merrimac 
Welfare  Board.  This  has  given  employment  to  many  Merrimac 
women.  While  a  large  amount  of  finished  sewing  products  are  shipped 
to  the  district  commissary  depot  at  Haverhill,  the  large  amounts  of 
clothing,  etc.,  given  out  by  the  Commodity  Distribution  office  at 
Merrimac  with  food  supplies  as  outlined  in  that  report  has  been  of 
great  benefit  to  many  needy  people  in  town.  Under  the  Federal  rules 
much  of  this  commodity  distribution  has  been  made  to  needy  persons 
never  on  relief  as  well  as  those  on  relief  to  help  ease  the  conditions 
arising  from  unemployment. 

The  savings  to  the  Town  from  the  Town  Forest  wood  cut  and 
used,  as  against  a  purchase  price,  has  long  since  demonstrated  the 
value  of  the  Town  Forest  to  this  community. 

As  stated  in  our  report  a  year  ago  the  work  of  this  department 
had  increased  nearly  five  times  since  1929,  we  now  call  your  atten- 
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tion  to  the  subject  of  Old  Age  Assistance  which  since  Sept.  1,  1936 
has  nearly  trebled  in  that  particular  branch  of  necessary  work. 

In  1935  there  were  36  persons  approved  by  the  State,  receiving 
Old  Age  Assistance  in  Merrimac.  This  number  of  persons  thus  aided 
remained  about  the  same  from  Jan.  1,  to  Sept.  1,  1936  at  which  lat¬ 
ter  date  the  age  requirement  was  reduced  from  70  to  65  years.  Since 
Sept.  1  to  December  31,  1936  the  number  of  persons  in  Merrimac 
approved  to  receive  Old  Age  Assistance  increased  from  36  to  90.  As 
of  Jan.  18,  1937  there  are  85  Merrimac  residents  receiving  the  benefit 
of  this  humane  law. 

The  amendments  to  the  Old  Age  Assistance  law  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  1936  to  make  the  Massachusetts  laws  conform  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Federal  Social  Security  Act  necessitated  many 
changes  in  the  law,  rules  and  regulations  relative  to  local  administra¬ 
tion  of  Old  Age  Assistance. 

In  Merrimac  before  Sept.  1st,  all  old  age  assistance  payments 
had  been  made  on  a  weekly  basis.  This  had  to  be  all  changed  to  a 
bi-monthly  basis  and  notices  of  each  individual  record  filed  with  the 
State.  Old  Age  Assistance  payments  are  now  approved  for  payment 
on  the  first  and  third  Monday  of  each  month  and  the  checks  made 
out  and  mailed  the  following  day  thereafter. 

Under  the  old  law  Merrimac  paid  -two-thirds  and  the  State  one- 
third  of  the  assistance  in  Merrimac  settlements.  In  unsettled  or  State 
old  age  assistance  cases,  the  State  reimbursed  'the  town  to  the  full 
amount.  In  case  of  persons  residing  in  Merrimac  with  some  other 
city  or  town  as  the  place  of  settlement,  the  State  reimbursed  Merri¬ 
mac  one-third  and  the  other  city  or  town  reimbursed  the  other  two- 
thirds  of  the  costs. 

Under  the  United  States  Social  Security  Act  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment  agreed  to  reimburse  in  such  States  as  had  old  age  assistance 
laws  in  conformity  to  that  provision  to  the  Social  Security  Act  an 
amount  equal  to  one-half  the  costs.  This  means  that  upon  filing  of 
the  proper  notices,  classifications,  bills  and  reports  with  the  Statis- 
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tical  Department  of  the  Social  Security  Division  of  the  State  De¬ 
partment  of  Public  Welfare,  that  Merrimac  receives  U.  S.  Federal 
Old  Age  Assistance  grants  in  an  amount  equal  to  one-half  of  the 
cash  benefits  disbursed.  Hence  if  all  the  requirements  of  the  new  law 
are  met  in  these  cases  the  U.  S.  Government  pays  one-half,  the  State 
two-sixths,  and  the  Town  one-sixth.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Federal 
Government  to  make  its  payment  monthly,  although  just  at  present 
the  payments  when  received  at  Merrimac  are  about  two  months  over¬ 
due.  The  State  makes  its  reimbursement  once  a  year.  Hence  it  can  be 
readily  seen  that  until  the  new  system  has  functioned  for  at  least  a 
year,  plus  the  interval  to  date  of  State  reimbursement,  that  it  will  be 
necessary  for  the  Town  of  Merrimac  to  make  an  appropriation  suf¬ 
ficient  to  finance  the  outlay  until  an  average  can  be  arrived  at,  that 
eventually  will  reduce  the  local  percentage  of  costs.  The  Division  of 
Accounts  of  the  State  Tax  Department  has  recommended  that  the 
town  appropriations  for  Old  Age  Assistance  be  not  reduced  until  the 
new  law  has  functioned  to  the  point  of  reimbursement  for  the  first 
year. 


It  is  required  under  the  new  law  that  a  separate  Bureau  of  Old 
Age  Assistance  be  set  up  (within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  Board 
of  Welfare)  in  each  town,  one  member  whom  shall  not  be  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Public  Welfare. 

The  Merrimac  Bureau  of  Old  Age  Assistance  as  now  constituted 
consists  of  Fred  T.  Hopkinson,  Chairman;  Albert  P- Wadleigh,  Clerk; 
and  W.  Harold  Whiting.  At  present  eighty-five  active  cases  are  on 
the  register.  The  law  requires  that  when  the  number  of  persons  aided 
reaches  a  total  of  100  persons,  it  will  be  necessary  to  maintain  a 
separate  and  distinct  office  for  Old  Age  Assistance  with  one  person 
performing  the  duties  of  Supervisor.  This  point  appears  to  be  likely 
to  be  reached  in  Merrimac  in  the  latter  part  of  1937.  The  United 
States  Government  recognizes  the  fact  that  faithful  performance  for 
necessary  work  should  be  paid  and  accordingly  the  United  States 
Federal  Grant  to  the  town  includes  each  month  a  small  amount  for 

administrative  purposes.  The  amount  thus  received  from  the  United 
States  in  1936  in  Merrimac  was  $174.24,  as  yet  unused,  as  no  vote 
has  been  passed  by  the  Town  authorizing  any  specific  payments  to 
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members  of  the  Bureau  of  Old  Age  Assistance.  This  extra  work  has 
accordingly  been  performed  since  Sept.  1st  by  the  Merrimac  Old 
Age  Assistance  Bureau  without  any  compensation.  It  is  anticipated 
that  the  Federal  Government  will  allow  Merrimac  in  1937  over 
$400.00  as  its  contribution  to  paying  for  a  part  of  this  extra  work. 
Hence  an  article  will  be  inserted  in  the  Warrant  at  the  annual  town 
meeting  for  the  voters  to  determine  to  what  extent  the  services  for 
this  work  shall  be  paid. 

We  express  our  appreciation  to  all  those  who  have  cooperated 
with  us  during  the  year,  to  give  adequate  relief  to  the  needy,  and 
keep  welfare  costs  at  a  most  reasonable  amount. 

To  serve  on  a  Board  of  Public  Welfare  in  any  town  since  the 
business  crash  in  1929  is  no  easy  task.  Most  people  realize  the  situa¬ 
tion  and  are  considerate  of  what  can  be  done,  as  the  finances  of  a 
town  permit.  The  ungrateful  few,  who  seem  never  satisfied,  however 
much  they  receive,  cannot  be  allowed  to  prevent  the  vast  majority  of 
worthy  persons  from  receiving  needed  aid.  It  has  been  the  aim  of 
the  Merrimac  Board  of  Public  Welfare  at  all  times  to  give  adequate 
aid.  In  nearly  every  case  we  have  a  record  of  the  individual  facts,  ob¬ 
tained  locally,  or  furnished  us  by  State  or  Federal  agencies  Idle 
rumor  as  to  what  some  person  or  family  does  or  does  not  receive,  in 
many  cases  has  no  foundation  in  fact.  The  friendly  spirit  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  a  community  is  always  based  on  a  due  regard  for  the  welfare 
of  each  citizen.  The  people  of  Merrimac  have  always  maintained  a 
fine  spirit  of  community  cooperation,  and  in  such  situations  as  this 
department  has  to  deal  with,  we  firmly  believe  that  it  is  our  duty 
to  serve  to  strengthen  the  security  that  builds  up  the  morale  and 
courage  of  the  individual  by  kindly  assistance  through  proper  aid. 

Respectfully  submitted: 

ELLEN  M.  WALLACE, 

ALBERT  P.  WADLEIGH, 

FRED  T.  HOPKINSON, 


Merrimac  Board  of  Public  Welfare. 


IN  MEMORIAM 


RALPH  H.  SARGENT 

1848  -  1936 

Selectman,  Assessor,  Overseer  of  the  Poor 
1 89  6— ’9  7— ’98— 1 900— ’01— ’02— ’03— ’04— ’05 

Representative  in  the  General  Court  1909  and  1910 


EVERETT  D.  GEORGE 

1863  -  1936 

Selectman,  Assessor,  Overseer  of  the  Poor 
1899—1900—1901—1902—1903 

First  Chairman  Water  and  Electric  Light  Department 

Water  Commissioner,  1904 — 1905 — 1906 

Electric  Light  Commissioner,  1904 — 1905 — 1906 


FREDERICK  E.  SWEETSIR,  M.D. 

1867  -  1936 

Member  Finance  Committee,  1933 — 1934 — 1935 — 1936 
Member  Playground  Commission,  1934 — 1935 — 1936 
Chairman  and  Member  of  School  Committee 
1898— ’99— 1900— ’01— ’02— ’03— ’04— ’05— ’06— ’07— ’08 
1 909— ’2  0— ’2 1— ’2  2— ’2  3— ’2  4— ’2  5— ’2  6— ’2  7— ’2  8— ’2  9 

Merrimac  Physician,  47  Years 
School  Physician  Several  Years 
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APPROPRIATIONS  MADE  1936 

Moderator  . $  12.00 

Selectmen  (chairman)  .  450.00 

Selectmen  (clerk)  . 125.00 

Selectmen  (other  member)  .  100.00 

Selectmen’s  departmental  expense .  600.00 

Board  of  Public  Welfare  (chairman)  .  200.00 

Board  of  Public  Welfare  (clerk)  .  200.00 

Board  of  Public  Welfare  (other  member)  .  100.00 

Accountant .  1,000.00 

Accountant’s  expense  .  125.00 

Treasurer  .  270.00 

Treasurer’s  expense . . . 250.00 

Tax  Collector  (salary)  .  800.00 

Tax  Collector’s  (expense)  .  150.00 

Assessors  (chairman)  .  275.00 

Assessors  (each  of  other  two)  .  187.50 

Assessors  (each  of  other  two)  .  187.50 

Assessors  expense  . '. .  200.00 

Town  Clerk  (salary)  .  225.00 

Town  Clerk  (expense)  .  50.00 

Registrars  of  Voters  .  112.50 

Town  Hall  (Janitor)  . 120.00 

Town  Hall  (maintenance)  .  1,000.00 

Town  Hall  (repairs)  .  100.00 

Bonding  Town  officers  ....: . 270,00 

Election  Officers  .  220.00 

Police  Department  .  3,450.00 

Fire  Engineers  .  200.00 

Fire  Department . . . 3,000.00 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  (salary)  .  90.00 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  (expenses)  . 50.00 

Inspector  of  Wiring  (salary)  . 90.00 

Inspector  of  Wiring  (expenses)  .  2.50 

Dog  Officer  (to  cover  fees)  .  100.00 

Moth  Department .  900.00 

Forest  Warden  .  150.00 

Tree  Warden  . 200.00 

Town  Forest  .  200.00 

Board  of  Health  .  2  300  00 
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Public  Health  Nurse .  1,150.00 

Inspector  of  Animals .  115.00 

Inspector  of  Slaughtering .  20.00 

Inspector  of  Milk  .  20.00 

Essex  County  T.  B.  Hospital  .  588.74 

Highway  Department . 5,000.00 

Snow  and  washouts  .  3,000.00 

Sidewalks,  railings  and  bridges  . 100.00 

Rocks  Bridge .  1,200.00 

Street  lights  .  2,468.72 

State  Aid  .  400.00 

Public  Welfare  .  24,000.00 

Soldiers  Relief  .  4,000.00 

Mothers  Aid  .  1.560.00 

Old  Age  Assistance  .  12,000.00 

School  Committee  (chairman)  .  50.00 

School  Committee  (clerk)  .  75.00 

School  Committee  (other)  .  50.00 

School  Department .  28,000.00 

Public  Library . i .  900.00 

Memorial  Day  (American  Legion)  .  150.00 

Vocational  education . 200.00 

Town  Counsel  fees  .  75.00 

Lighting  Town  buildings  .  675.95 

Insurance  .  2,300.00 

Reserve  fund  . 500.00 

Water  extension  note .  2,000.00 

Interest .  1,000.00 

Cemeteries  .  1,000.00 

Municipal  loan  note  .  3,600.00 

Vital  statistics  .  150.00 

Water  in  Town  buildings  . 317.88 

Printing  Town  Reports .  274.72 

For  Chapter  No.  90  General  Laws,  maintenance  work*  ....  1.500.00 

W.  P  A.  or  other  Federal  or  State  relief  projects**  .  3,000.00 

Fire  Department,  for  purchase  of  hose  and  Fire  Alarm 

system  .  1  375.00 

Playground  Commission  .  50.00 

Surveying  and  plotting  of  lots  and  drives  Locust  Ceme¬ 
tery  .  200.00 
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Extension  of  lighting  service  on  Emery  Street*** .  600.00 


Total  . $121,728.01 

*State  Emergency  Board  reduced . $  1,000.00 

**State  Emergency  Board  reduced .  500.00 

***State  Emergency  Board  reduced  .  600.00 

Total  reduced  .  $  2,100.00 


$119,628.01 

REPORT  OF  THE  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 

Gentlemen, 

As  Chief  of  the  Police  Department  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac, 
I  hereby  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Department  for  the  year 

1936. 

The  Department  consists  of  a  Chief  and  one  patrolman  on  reg¬ 
ular  duty,  with  five  special  officers  for  duty  as  occasion  requires. 

In  the  year  1936  there  were  44  automobile  accidents  reported, 
13  being  of  a  serious  nature  in  which  28  persons  were  injured,  and  31 
not  serious,  involving  mostly  property  damage.  The  records  show 
that  the  hours  between  11  P.  M.  and  1  A.  M.  are  when  the  most  ac¬ 
cidents  occurred,  with  the  period  from  4  P.  M.  to  6  P.  M.  as  next. 
In  the  accidents  reported  only  3  are  classed  as  pedestrian  accidents, 
which  involve  pedestrians  and  automobiles. 

The  sum  of  $926.60  in  fines,  was  returned  to  the  Town  through 
this  Department  from  the  District  Court. 

All  bills  have  been  paid  and  the  Department  ended  the  year 
with  a  small  balance. 
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Miscellaneous  Business 

Auto  accidents  reported  .  44 

Autos  stolen  and  recovered  here .  1 

Assistance  to  other  Police  Departments  .  12 

Assistance  to  Medical  Examiner  .  2 

Assistance  to  Fire  Marshal .  2 

Doors  and  windows  found  open  and  secured .  36 

Dead  bodies  found  .  1 

Days  attendance  at  District  Court  (Chief)  .  88 

Davs  attendance  at  Superior  Court  (Chief)  .  14 

Days  attendance  at  Probate  Court  (Chief)  .  2 

Days  attendance  at  District  Court  (Night  Officer)  .  11 

Days  attendance  at  District  Court  (Special  Officers)  .  8 

Disturbances  suppressed  without  arrest  .  22 

Escorts  furnished  processions  .  3 

Defect  in  sidewalks  and  streets  reported  .  4 

Headlights  and  brake  inspections  held  .  6 

Injured  and  sick  persons  assisted  .  26 

Lights  furnished  dangerous  places  .  7 

Lights  found  burning  in  buildings  and  owners  notified .  21 

Fires  discovered  and  alarm  rang .  2 

Fires  discovered  and  extinguished  without  alarm .  1 

Lost  and  runaway  children  returned  to  parents  .  4 

Leaks  in  water  pipes  discovered  and  reported  .  1 

Messages  delivered  . 29 

Number  of  animals  disposed  of  .  27 

Number  of  assignments  of  Officers  .  191 

Number  of  assignments  of  Officers  for  Hospital  cases .  5 

Report  of  gas  leak  .  1 

Street  lights  reported  out  .  32 

Stray  animals  returned  to  owners  .  4 

Value  of  property  stolen  . $121.00 

Value  of  property  recovered  . $  81.00 

Value  of  property  reported  lost  . $  16.00 

Value  of  property,  damaged  . $  22.00 
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Wires  down,  reported  .  4 

Witness  summons  served  .  16 

Number  of  Arrests  for  the  Year 

Male  (adults)  . 115 

Female  (adults)  . 2 

Male  (juvenile)  . 2 

Total . 119 

Resident  . 21 

Non-resident  .  98 

Charged  as  follows: 

Assault  .  1 

Drunk . 17 

Escaped  prisoner .  1 

Insane . 4 

Larceny . 6 

Non  support  . 1 

Safekeeping  .  4 

Violation  of  Probation  .  3 

Violation  of  School  Laws . . .  1 

Violation  of  automobile  laws  . 81 

Disposed  of  as  follows: 

3  Continued. 

76  Fined  a  total  of  $1025.00. 


2  Fined  a  total  of  $40.00  committed  to  Jail  for  non-payment. 
5  For  other  Department. 

7  Found  guilty.  Filed. 

8  Received  suspended  sentences  totaling  28  months. 

12  Released. 

5  Committed  to  institutions  for  indefinite  periods. 

1  Returned  to  institutions. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen,  His  Honor, 
Judge  Pettingell,  the  Associate  Justices,  Clerk  of  the  District  Court, 
the  Probation  Officer,  the  Officers  of  the  Department  and  the  citizens 
of  the  Town  for  their  kindly  co-operation  during  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  P.  DONAHUE, 

Chief  of  Police. 
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INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 


House  and  building  inspections  . 118 

Factory  .  3 

Gas  stations .  10 

Neon  signs  .  5 

Motors  .  10 

Wiring  found  defective  .  22 

Buildings  rewired  for  safety .  2 

Entrances  found  too  small  and  changed  .  6 

Electric  wiring  damaged  by  flood  .  2 


Respectfully  submitted, 

I.  G.  BURBECK, 

Inspector  of  Wires. 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen 
Gentlemen: 

As  Town  Clerk  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac,  I  hereby  submit  the 
annual  report  for  the  year  1936: 

Births 


Number  of  Births  returned  .  24 

Males  .  8 

•  '  •  * .  •  •  t  -  *  %  •  ' 

Females  .  16 

Father,  native  born .  20 

Mother,  native  born  .  20 

Father  and  mother,  both  native  born .  18 
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Father  and  mother,  both  foreign  born .  " 

Mixed  parentage  .  2 


Marriages 


Number  of  marriages  recorded 

First  marriage  of  groom . 

First  marriage  of  bride . 

Grooms,  native  born . 

Brides,  native  born  . 

Grooms,  foreign  born  . 

Brides,  foreign  born  . 

Average  age  of  groom . 

Average  age  of  bride  . . 


. . .  47 

.  40 

.  40 

.  45 

.  47 

.  2 

.  0 

..29  years,  7  months,  4  days 

25  years,  7  months,  27  days 


Deaths 


Number  of  deaths  recorded 

Males  . 

Females  . 

Under  5  years  . 

Males,  native  born  . 

Females,  native  born . 

Males,  foreign  born . 

Females,  foreign  born . 

Of  native  parentage . 

Of  mixed  parentage . 

Average  age . 

Oldest  person . 


.  21 

.  9 

.  12 

.  0 

.  8 

.  11 

.  1 

.  1 

.  15 

.  1 

73  years,  7  months,  25  days 
92  years,  0  months,  16  days 


Licenses 


Number  of  dogs  licensed . 134 

Males  . 122 

Females  .  12 

Sporting  licenses  issued  .  96 

Minors  sporting  licenses  issued  .  6 


Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  HOWARD  PHILLIPS, 

Town  Clerk. 
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TOWN  TREASURER’S  REPORT 
To  the  Citizens  of  Merrimac:  . 

During  the  past  year  interest  rates  paid  by  the  Town  ranged 
between  .374  per  cent  and  .47  per  cent.  These  rates  are  the  lowest 
ever  obtained  since  the  Town  was  incorporated. 

.  i 

The  amount  required  for  maturing  debt  in  1937,  exclusive  of 
tax  anticipation  loans,  is  $3,600.00.  The  total  funded  debt  of  the 
Town  is  now  $7,200.00. 

'  '  :  •:  v 

The  number  of  tax  titles  has  increased  considerably  and  will 
continue  to  be  a  problem  for  some  years  to  come. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROY  C.  JOURNEAY, 

Town  Treasurer. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 
Citizens  of  Merrimac: 


The  Board  of  Assessors  submit  the  following  report  for  the  year 
1936. 


Recapitulation 


Town  appropriations  . 

Overlay  deficit  . 

State  tax  . 

Auditing  tax  . 

Park  and  reservation  tax 

County  tax  . 

Overlay  . 


$  119,628.01 
6,713.98 
2,700.00 
962.16 
36.86 
2,589.22 
2,975.47 

- $  135,605.70 


r/r.  ) 
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Estimated  Receipts 


Income  tax  . $  7,021.11 

‘Corporation  t&x  . .  1,133.46 

Race  track  distribution  .  108.00 

Motor  vehicle  excise  .  2,800.00 

Licenses  .  1,191.03 

Fines  . . 958.00 

General  government  .  728.05 

Protection  of  persons  and  property  .  177.76 

Health  and  sanitation  .  676.42 

Charities  .  13.457.72 

Old  age  :  assistance . . 3,822.21 

Soldiers’  benefits  .  645.02 

•  Schools  .  3,622.32 

Libraries  .  90.00 

Cemeteries  (others  than  trust  funds  and 

sale'  of  lots)  ....\..V.. . . 450.00 

Interest  on  taxes  and  assessments .  1.272.97 

- $  38,154.07 

Available  funds  voted  . $  8,000.00 

$  46,154.07 


Net  amount  raised  by  taxation . $  89,451.63 

Tax  on  735  polls  . $  1,470.00 

Total  valuation  $1,725,130.  Rate  $51.00  87,981.63 

:  ^  - $  89,451.63 


Abatements  made  in  1936 

•*J  V , 

On  1934  levy  . . $  496.85 

On  1935  levy .  89.50 

On  1936  levy  .  1,639.65 


Table  of  Aggregates 


Value  of  real  estate  . $1,608,440.00 

Value  of  personal  property  .  119,690.00 

Number  of  horses  .  45 
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Number  of  cows  .  238 

Number  of  other  neat  cattle .  *  46 

Number  of  fowl .  1620 

Number  of  houses  . . . .  716 

Number  of  acres  of  land  .  4640 


Respectfully  submitted, 

CLIFFORD  R.  HOWE  ‘ 
GEORGE  B.  CROFUT, ;  - 

WILLIAM  H.  WHITING. 


REPORT  OF  COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES 

1936 

Real  Estate ,  Personal  and  Moth 

Dr. 


Tax  Warrant  . $  87,981.63 

To  interest  received  .  32.30 

- — $  88,013.93 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  Town  Treasurer 

By  abatements  . 

By  uncollected  taxes . 


$  49,566.07 
2,914.65 
35,533.21 

- $  88,013.93 


1936 

Polls 

Dr. 

. $  1,470.00 

.  .30 


Tax  Warrant  . . 

To  interest  received 


$  1,470.30 
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Cr. 

By  cash  to  Town  Treasurer  . $  804.30 

By  uncollected  .  666.00 

- $  1,470.30 

1936 

Moths 

Dr. 

Tax  Warrant  . $  207.25 

- $  207.25 

Cr. 

By  cash  to  Town  Treasurer  . $  109.20 

By  uncollected .  98.00 

- $  207.25 

1936 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

Dr. 

Tax  Warrant  . . $  3,508.43 

To  interest  received  .  .35 

- $  3,508.78 

Cr. 

By  cash  to  Town  Treasurer . $  2,213.53 

By  abatements  .  174.78 

By  uncollected  .  1,120.47 

- $  3,508.78 
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1935 

Real  Estate,  Personal,  Moth  and  Water  Liens 

Dr. 


To  Tax  Warrant  . $  90,225.67 

To  interest  received  .  648.19 

- $  90,873.86 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  Town  Treasurer  1935  . $  46,856.14 

By  abatements  1935  .  1,924.27 

By  cash  paid  Town  Treasurer  1936  .  17,104.55 

By  abatements  1936  .  144.34 

By  taxes  added  to  tax  titles .  4,281.75 

By  uncollected  .  20,562.81 

- $  90,873.86 


1935 

Polls 

Dr. 


To  Tax  Warrant . $  1,528.00 

To  interest  received  .  4.53 

- $  1,532.53 


Cr. 

* 

By  cash  paid  Town  Treasurer  1935  . $  782.00 

By  abatements  1935  .  36.00 

By  cash  paid  Town  Treasurer  1936  .  144.53 

By  uncollected  taxes  .  570.00 

- $  1,532.53 
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1935 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

Dr. 

To  Tax  Warrant . $  3,008.95 

To  interest  received  1935  .  .89 

To  interest  received  1936  .  6.44 

- $  3,016.28 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Town  Treasurer  1935  . $  2,054.14 

By  abatements  1935  .  110.07 

By  cash  paid  Town  Treasurer  1936  .  210.17 

By  abatement  1936  .  77.18 

By  uncollected  .  564.72 

- $  3,016.28 

« 

1934 

Real  Estate,  Personal,  Moth  and  Poll 

Dr. 

To  uncollected  (last  report)  . $  20,277.41 

To  interest  received  . 1,340.84 

- $  21,618.25 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Town  Treasurer . $  13,880.95 

By  abatements  .  269.25 

By  tax  titles  taken  .  3,564.34 

By  uncollected  taxes .  3,903.71 


$  21,618.25 
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1934 

Water  Lien  Account 
Dr. 

To  Water  Lien  Warrant  . $  816.79 

To  interest  received  1935  .  14  94 

To  costs  received  .  3  00 

- - $  834.73 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  to  Town  Treasurer  1935  . $  129.95 

By  amount  added  to  tax  title  1935  .  226.92 

By  tax  ‘‘tie .  152.76 

By  cash  paid  to  Town  Treasurer .  297.10 

By  uncollected  .  28.00 

- $  834.73 

1934 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise 
Dr. 

To  uncollected  (last  report)  . $  529.94 

To  interest  received  .  6.00 

- $  535.94 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Town  Treasurer  (in  Jan.  ’37)  ..$  73.05 

By  uncollected  .  462.89 

- $  535.94 
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1933 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise 
Dr. 


To  uncollected  (last  report)  . $  213.83 

To  interest  received  .  .76 

- $  214.59 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  Town  Treasurer . $  4.97 

By  uncollected  taxes  .  209.62 

- $  214.59 


1933 

Real  Estate,  Personal,  Old  Age,  Moth  and  Polls 

Dr. 

To  uncollected  (last  report)  . $  1,919.93 

To  interest  received  .  32.57 

- $  1,952.50 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  to  Town  Treasurer . $  533.75 

By  abatements  .  1,013.02 

By  tax  title  taken .  25.20 

By  uncollected  taxes .  380.53 

- $ 


1,952.50 


Respectfully  submitted, 

FRED  C.  TWOMBLY, 


Tax  Collector. 
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PLAYGROUND  COMMISSION  REPORT 

The  Commission  has  attempted  to  establish  a  plan  for  the  grad¬ 
ual  development  and  construction  of  the  Locust  Street  Playgrounds 
without  entailing  the  expense  of  professional  architectural  fees.  Such 

a  plan  would  include  eventually  general  landscaping,  improved  base¬ 
ball  and  football  field,  tennis  courts,  outdoor  basketball  court,  horse¬ 
shoe  pits,  soft  ball  field,  track  and  other  advantages  commonly  found 
on  modem  playgrounds. 

As  the  first  step  in  this  development,  the  Commission  has  caused 
to  be  made  a  topographical  map  showing  the  boundaries  and  eleva¬ 
tions  of  the  property,  such  a  map  being  necessary  before  any  suitable 
layout  could  be  made  or  any  proposition  submitted  to  Government 
or  other  authorities. 

It  was  felt  that  one  of  the  first  units  of  construction  might  be  a 
tennis  court  or  courts;  therefore  the  possibilities  of  a  W.  P.  A.  project, 
to  include  three  first  class  tennis  courts  and  some  additional  grading, 
were  investigated.  The  expense  of  such  a  project  on  a  W.  P.  A.  basis 
was  so  great  that  the  proposition  was  revised  downward  to  include 
only  a  single  court  and  some  grading  but  when  this  was  finally  sub¬ 
mitted  to  W.  P.  A.  authorities,  the  rule  had  been  changed  so  that 
instead  of  the  possibility  of  having  the  entire  expense  of  the  project 
borne  by  the  Federal  Government,  it  was  decreed  that  the  Town 
would  have  to  contribute  20%  of  the  total  cost  of  the  project  regard¬ 
less  of  the  division  of  labor  and  material.  Inasmuch  as  the  Commis¬ 
sion  had  no  authority  and  did  not  wish  to  impose  any  additional  ex¬ 
pense  on  the  Town  at  the  time,  this  project  was  dropped. 

During  the  past  six  months  the  Commission  has  seen  no  way 
in  which  to  make  any  material  progress.  It  is  the  intention  to  proceed 
with  any  playground  development  as  soon  as  an  opportunity  presents 
itself  or  can  be  created.  Most  of  the  $50  appropriated  at  the  1936 
annual  town  meeting  has  been  spent  for  maps  and  preparation  of 
project  propositions  and  it  is  suggested  that  another  $50  be  ap¬ 
propriated  so  as  to  create  a  small  reserve  to  work  on  if  and  when 
it  can  be  used  to  advantage. 

The  year  marked  the  passing  of  Dr.  Frederick  E.  Sweetsir,  not 
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only  several  times  member  of  the  Playground  Commission,  but  a 
true  and  efficient  servant  of  the  Town  in  his  profession  and  in  the 
numerous  public  offices  entrusted  to  him  during  a  long  and  active 
career.  In  the  words  of  Robert  Burns  it  can  truthfully  be  said  of  him, 

“The  friend  of  man,  the  friend  of  truth, 

The  friend  of  age,  and  guide  of  youth: 

Few  hearts  like  his,  with  virtue  warm’d, 

Few  heads  with  knowledge  so  informed: 

If  there’s  another  world,  he  lives  in  bliss; 

If  there  is  none,  he  made  the  best  of  this.” 

CHAUNCEY  D.  MacKAY,  Chairman 
WILLARD  T.  KELLY 
CHESTER  E.  WHITING 
RAYMOND  J.  BAGLEY,  Secretary 

By  the  Secretary,  January  30,  1937. 


REPORT  OF  CEMETERY  TRUSTEES 
To  the  Selectmen  and  Citizens  of  Town  of  Merrimac: 

We  take  pleasure  in  reporting  the  improvement  of  our  principal 
cemetery,  in  that  while  the  central  portion  has  been  largely  occupied 
we  have  been  able  with  W.  P.  A.  help  to  open  up  a  large  section  for 
burials,  both  on  top  of  the  hill  and  in  the  valley,  the  latter  part  how¬ 
ever  is  not  yet  ready  for  sale,  but  will  when  completed  give  us  ap¬ 
proximately  three  hundred  additional  lots.  We  hope  to  get  a  further 
W.  P.  A.  project  to  complete  this  and  also  to  improve  the  roads  on 
the  side  hill  thus  preventing  washout  and  giving  a  smooth  surface 
for  driving. 

We  have  made  a  great  improvement  at  the  entrance,  bringing  it 
more  in  line  with  modern  cemeteries. 

We  have  done  the  usual  work  required  for  the  care  of  the  grounds 
in  all  three  cemeteries  but  we  feel  more  and  more  each  year  that 
there  should  be  special  work  done  in  preserving  and  caring  for  the 
old  cemeteries  in  mapping  the  ancient  graves  and  working  the  grounds 
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so  that  the  grass  may  be  kept  in  better  condition,  and  walls  rebuilt, 
but  this  will  cost  a  good  deal  of  money,  and  we  do  not  feel  like  ask¬ 
ing  the  town  for  a  large  appropriation  and  our  only  way  seems  to  be 
at  the  present  time  to  get  W.  P.  A.  project  while  the  opportunity  is 
open  and  so  after  taking  it  up  with  Salem  we  have  prepared  a  new 
project  which  in  a  general  way  meets  with  their  approval  and  we 
have  had  plans  drawn  for  this  purpose  and  as  all  these  projects  now 
call  for  some  money  put  up  by  the  town,  we  feel  that  we  must  ask 
for  a  contribution  at  our  annual  meeting,  but  this  amount  is  very 
small  in  comparison  to  the  amount  the  Government  will  furnish  for 
labor  to  be  paid  to  our  unemployed  men  and  keep  our  Welfare  ex¬ 
penses  at  a  low  figure.  In  making  these  plans  which  must  be  ready 
before  Salem  will  entertain  a  proposition  we  have  exceeded  our  ap¬ 
propriation  somewhat,  but  we  feel  that  we  must  get  them  in  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment  and  we  think  that  this  is  one  of  our  most 
worthwhile  projects. 


RICHARD  A.  SARGENT, 

H.  A.  MORGAN, 

CHAS.  A.  LANCASTER, 

Cemetery  Trustees. 


REPORT  OF  MERRIMAC  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
To  the  Citizens  of  Merrimac: 

In  presenting  this,  the  sixtieth  annual  report  of  the  Merrimac 
Public  Library,  your  trustees  are  pleased  to  inform  you  that  during 
the  past  year  the  library  building  has  been  kept  in  excellent  physical 
condition  and  trust  that  the  service  has  been  satisfactory  to  you. 

The  circulation  for  1936  of  18,370  volumes  (of  which  1,211  were 
non-fiction)  was  somewhat  greater  than  previously. 

The  financial  report  is  included  in  the  report  of  the  Town  Ac¬ 
countant  and  needs  no  repetition  here. 

The  fines  collected  and  turned  over  to  the  Town  Treasurer 
amounted  to  $99.82. 
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An  attempt  has  been  made  during  the  past  year  to  obtain  a 
W.  P.  A.  project  for  the  completion  of  cataloging  of  books  and  the 
repair  and  indexing  of  maps,  pamphlets,  etc.,  but  for  some  inex¬ 
plicable  reason  we  have  been  unable  to  secure  it. 

During  1936  there  have  been  351  volumes  added  to  the  library 
and  your  trustees  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  following  donors : 


American  Liberty  League 
Atlantic  Monthly 
Cornhill  Publishing  Co. 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Miss  Helen  Crofut 
Firestone  Tire  &  Rubber  Co. 
Mr.  Harry  George 
Mrs.  John  B.  Judkins 
Mr.  George  N.  Peek 
Miss  S.  I.  Sayre 


1 

1 

1 

2 

14 

1 

11 

1 

1 

1 


Also,  the  following  magazines  were  gratefully  received: 

New  England  Poultryman 
Our  Dumb  Animals 
Reader’s  Digest 
Specialty  Salesman 

Your  trustees  recommend  an  appropriation  of  $900.00  for  1937. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


FRANK  E.  WALKER 
ALVIN  F.  HEATH 
HARRIET  J.  DAVIS 
JOHN  B.  JUDKINS 


ABBIE  W.  SARGENT 
CHARLES  E.  HOYT. 
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REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  ENGINEERS 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Citizens  of  the 
Town  of  Merrimac: 

The  Board  of  Engineers  submit  their  report  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1936. 


Number  of  alarms  .  54 

Fire  loss  . .  $8,500.00 


Thirteen  fire  alarm  boxes  were  purchased  and  installed  during 
the  year,  which  replaces  all  the  old  type  boxes  that  were  in  use. 

We  recommend  that  the  sum  of  $3,200.00  be  appropriated  for 
the  salaries  and  general  maintenance  of  the  department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

AARON  A.  HUME, 

J.  ARTHUR  OLLIS, 

FRED  O.  BAILEY, 

Board  of  Engineers. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TOWN  FOREST  COMMITTEE 
TO  JANUARY  1,  1937 
To  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac: 

* 

There  were  15,000  white  pine  trees  set  in  our  Town  Forest  the 
past  year.  This  makes  100,000  trees  set  in  the  Forest  since  it  was 
established.  The  trees  set  these  past  years  are  making  a  fine  growth. 
The  Government  has  financed  projects  in  the  forest  early  in  the  year 
and  in  a  part  of  the  last  month  of  the  year  and  fine  progress  has  been 
made  in  carrying  on  a  regular  forest  work  which  included  cutting 
wood,  making  fire  breaks  and  constructing  roads,  so  it  is  now  possible 
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r  to  reach  nearly  every  part  of  our  forest  lands  quickly  in  case  of  fire. 

The  work  going  on  is  providing  ground  for  setting  more  trees 
this  Spring. 

We  request  that  slips  for  all  wood  taken  from  the  Town  Forest 
be  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  Town  Accountant  at  once,  so  that  a 
check-up  can  be  made  quickly  at  any  time. 

We  wish  to  remind  our  people  that  a  low  price  has  been  placed 

.  ■’  ;  « ;  )  sj  : 

on  our  wood  and  that  no  one  can  expect  to  get  this  wood  for  the 
price  of  hauling  when  he  is  able  to  pay  for  the  same. 

At  the  March  Town  Meeting  $200  was  voted  for  the  Town 
Forest  work.  The  following  amounts  have  been  paid: 


Labor  for  cutting  brush  . $  151.10 

Express  on  trees .  16.47 

Express  on  return  of  crates  .  2.00 

Equipment  .  17.92 

Horse  hire .  1.00 

Pictures  ... .  1.54 


$  190.03 

This  leaves  a  balance  of  $9.97. 


184p2  cords  of  wood  sold  to  the  town . $  738.00 

3  cords  of  wood  sold  for  cash .  12.00 

57  cords  of  wood  for  which  the  hauling  charge  was 

paid  .  228.00 


244p2 

18  trees  for  planting  along  roadside  .  36.00 


$  1,014.00 

Balance  from  1935  .  392.31 


$  1,406.31 

Amount  spent  this  year  .  190.03 


Total  balance 


$  1,216.28 
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A  bill  of  $3.63,  incurred  in  1935,  is  still  unpaid  to  the  town. 

Only  one  cord  of  wood  was  left  in  the  Forest  of  the  wood  which 
was  cut  before  December  15,  1936. 

This  balance  does  not  show  the  saving  on  wood  to  the  town,  for, 
if  the  wood  had  been  purchased  in  the  open  market  'for  the  needs  of 
the  citizens,  it  would  have  exceeded  $2,000  for  the  year.  The  Forest 
will  show  more  favorable  results  as  the  years  go  by.  There  will , come 
a  time  when  the  timber  has  matured  when  the  Forest  Should  produce 
revenue  to  greatly  reduce  the  tax  burden.  There  are  forests  in  Europe 
today  that  pay  all  the  expenses  of  the  communities  that  own  them. 

We  should  add  to  our  forest  lands,  and  any  land  taken  by  the 
Town  should  become  a  part  of  our  Town  Forest.  We  should  not 
hesitate  to  vote  money  to  properly  care  for  our  forest.  . 

‘  i  ;)‘  '  \  '  •  i  f. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

...»  *  i  .  •  *  •  ''  t  ,  f  t 

FRANK  N.  BAND.  , 

JAMES  T.  COLGAN,  , 
SAMUEL  C.  DOUST. 

Town  Forest  Committee. 

1  '(  •  ■  •  *  •’  -Vi  ;  ^  ■ 


JURY  LIST  -I  ;  ‘  :! 

The  following  Jury  List  was  prepared  and  adopted  June r 22, 
1936  by  the  Merrimac  Selectmen  in  compliance  with  Chapter  234. 
Sec.  4  of  the  General  Laws  for  the  year  1936.  ’  <  !  *  ••  ••  •  -  ^ 

■  •  -  '/>  i  .:v.  ,  : 

Henry  L.  Adams,  Church  Street,  foreman.  ' 

Herbert  F.  Bailey,  Locust  Street,  auto  worker.  /  •  i  v 

Charles  E.  Bridges,  Prospect  Street,  auto  worker.-  .• 

Maurice  A.  Buzzell,  School  Street,  woodheeler..  : 

J.  Ernest  Carroll,  Maple  Street,  auto  trimmer.  ■  ..:  ; 

Chester  A.  Carter,  Pleasant  Street,  laborer.  ... 

Wallace  S.  Carter,  Grove  Street,  factory  supt. 

George  K.  Clark,  Merrimac  Street,  salesman.  •;  .  *:/. 

Thomas  H.  Chaff,  Bear  Hill  Road,  farmer.  ;  ; 
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Arthur  G.  Clay,  Locust  Street,  farmer. 

William  J.  Earle,  Prospect  Street,  auto  worker. 

George  M.  Eaton,  Summer  Street,  auto  worker. 
William  H.  Finn,  West  Main  Street,  auto  trimmer. 
William  H.  Goldsmith,  Nichols  Street,  teamster. 
Alvin  F.  Heath,  Lincoln  Street,  auto  trimmer. 

John  L.  Hirst,  West  Main  Street,  auto  trimmer. 
Irving  M.  Manning,  Locust  Grove  Avenue,  millman. 

William  J.  MacDougall,  Orchard  Street,  auto  worker. 
Alden  B.  Morse,  Main  Street,  fireman. 

J.  Arthur  Ollis,  East  Main  Street,  bus  driver. 

Harry  A.  Pease,  Main  Street,  realtor. 

Albert  W.  Lord,  Heath  Road,  truck  driver. 

Harry  F.  George,  Main  Street,  plater. 

Charles  A.  Staples,  Church  Street,  clerk. 

Benjamin  B.  Wood,  East  Main  Street,  metal  worker. 


COMMODITY  DISTRIBUTION,  MERRIMAC,  MASS. 

Merchandise  received  and  delivered  by  the  above  during  1936. 

2,036  cans  hamburg  (20  oz.  per  can) 

5,688  cans  roast  beef  (20  oz.  per  can) 

4,992  cans  carrots  (No.  2\l/2  cans) 

1,344  cans  Evaporated  milk 
408  cans  applesauce  (No.  2y2  cans) 

720  cans  vegetable  soup  (19  oz.) 

288  cans  mixed  vegetables 
14  cases  eggs 
1,043  lbs.  prunes 
2,100  lbs.  rolled  oats 
3,440  lbs.  dried  peas 
6,329  lbs.  flour 
900  lbs.  beans 
713  lbs.  fresh  carrots 
2,104  lbs.  turnips 
1,545  lbs.  butter 
12,051  lbs.  grapefruit 
165  bu.  apples 
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2,200  lbs.  onions  (Bermuda) 

342  Jersey  dresses  (Girls) 

836  Ladies’  dresses 
656  Girls’  dresses 
321  Boys’  blouses 
1,219  shirts  (Men’s  &  Boys) 

128  shirts,  flannel  (Boys) 

695  slips  (Women  &  Children) 

665  bloomers  (Women  &  Children) 

707  combinations  (Children) 

264  pants,  men  (Denim) 

199  pants,  Boys  (Denim) 

245  jackets,  Men  (Denim) 

78  overalls  (Men) 

202  overalls  (Boys) 

468  sweaters  (Men  &  Boys) 

42  dungarees  (Men) 

198  athletic  shirts  (Men) 

215  shorts  (Men  &  Boys) 

30  union  suits  (Men) 

12  leather  coats  (Men) 

12  leather  coats  (Women) 

34  Boy’s  suits 
580  nightgowns  (Women) 

677  nightgowns  (Children) 

308  nightgowns  (Men) 

30  nightgowns  (Boys) 

330  pajamas  (Boys) 

217  pajamas  (Men) 

44  pajamas  (Children) 

131  pajamas  (Girls) 

286  towels 

4  emergency  bundles 
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42  prs.  Men’s  mittens 
18  layette  (928  pieces) 
832  pillowcases 
767  sheets  (full  size) 

884  diapers 
50  rag  dolls 

18  sewing  machine  covers 


9,927  clothing  items  (not  including  five  items  below) 
767  sheets 
832  pillowcases 
884  diapers 
18  layettes 
4  emergency  bundles 
15,188  cans  meat,  vegetables,  etc. 

32,325  lbs.  fruit,  beans,  etc. 

12  cases  eggs 
165  bushel  apples 


60,122  total. 

This  total  does  not  include  828  pieces  in  the  layettes  and  emer¬ 
gency  bundles. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy  taken  from  the  records  of  the  Com¬ 
modity  Distribution  Project  as  of  Dec.  31,  1936. 

J.  DUNCAN  HOW, 
Supervisor  Distribution,  Merrimac,  Mass. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Citizens  of  the  Town  ol 
Merrimac: 


The  Sealer’s  report  for  the  year  1936  is  as  follows: 


Platform  scales  over  5,000  lbs.  . 
Platform  scales  100  to  5,000  lbs. 
Counter  scales  100  lbs.  or  over  ... 
Counter  scales  under  100  lbs.  ... 

Beam  scales  100  lbs.  or  over  . 

Beam  scales  under  100  lbs . 

Spring  scales  100  lbs.  or  over . 

Spring  scales  under  100  lbs . 

Computing  scales  under  100  lbs. 

Personal  weighing  scales  . 

Prescription  scales  . .  . . 

Weights 

Avoirdupois  . 

Apothecary . 

Liquid  measures  . 

Gasoline  measuring  pumps . 

Kerosene  measuring  pumps  . 

Oil  measuring  pumps  . 

Quantity  measures  on  pumps  ... 
Yard  sticks . 


Sealed  Not  sealed  Condemned 

3  1 

'21 

4 
6 
2 

2 

16 
10 
1 
1 


5 

1 


100 

22 

67 

43  9 

4 
2 

215 

3 


2 

2 


Trial  weighing  of  commodities  sold  or  put  up  for  sale: 

Tested 

Correct 

Under  Over 

Bread  . 

.  35 

30 

5 

( ^ 

harcoal  in  bags  .  . 

Coal  in  bags  -<  Coke  in  bags  . 40 

40 

\  V 

’idling  wood  in  bags 

Coal  in  transit, 

loads  .  6 

6 

Flour  in  bags 

.  20 

18 

2 

Butter  in  lbs.  .. 

.  35 

29 

4  2 
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Sugar  in  bags  . 

.  15 

12 

3 

Lard  in  lbs . 

.  12 

11 

1 

Beer  in  cans . 

.  5 

5 

Cheese  in  packages . 

.  6 

4 

1 

1 

Dry  beans  put  up  for  sale .  8 

6 

2 

Candy  in  lbs . 

.  6 

6 

Potatoes  in  bags  . 

.  20 

18 

2 

Meats  and  provisions  ... 

.  10 

9 

1 

Expenditures 

Receipts 

Salary  . 

.$  90.00  Sealing 

fees  . 

....$50.40 

Transportation  . 

.  31.08 

Equipment  . 

.  6.27 

i 

Total  . 

.$127.35  Total 

....$50.40 

I  wish  to  thank  all  persons  who  by  their  friendliness  and  cheer¬ 
ful  co-operation  have  aided  me  in  the  performance  of  my  duties. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  R.  HOYT, 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSE 

To  the  Hon.  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of 
Merrima^: 


Home  visits  made  . 1156 

Maternity  cases  15 — visits  made  . 100 

Deliveries  .  6 

Child  welfare  visits .  247 

Impetigo  5 — visits  made  .  10 

Scabies  7 — visits  made  .  19 

Mastoid  3 — visits  made  .  12 

Accidents  6 — visits  made  .  18 

Tuberculosis  2 — visits  made .  49 

Pneumonia  2 — visits  made .  7 
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La  grippe  and  bad  colds  36 — visits  made .  68 

Convulsions  1 — visits  made .  2 

Asthma  1 — visits  made .  5 

Cancer  4 — visits  made .  97 

Brights  Disease  6 — visits  made .  153 

Gangrene  2 — visits  made  .  116 

Carbuncle  1 — visits  made .  11 

Abcess  2 — visits  made  .  8 

Cystitis  1 — visits  made .  3 

Shock  1 — visits  made .  5 

Acidosis  1 — visits  made  .  3 

Chicken  pox  3 — visits  made .  1 

German  measles  2 — visits  made .  1 

Chronic  cases  4 — visits  made .  166 

Scarlet  fever  1 — visits  made .  1 

Infected  eye  1 — visits  made .  15 

Heart  (angina  pectoris)  2 — visits  made .  16 

Phlebitis  1 —  visits  made .  25 

Streptococcus  2 — visits  made .  15 

Gall  blader  1 — visits  made  .  18 

Blood  poison  2 — visits  made .  10 

Accompanied  patient  to  Crittenden  Hospital,  Brighton .  1 

Accompanied  patient  to  Middleton  Hospital .  1 

Accompanied  patient  to  and  from  Children’s  Hospital,  Boston  ....  2 

Accompanied  patients  to  Dr.  Benson’s  Hospital,  Haverhill  .  2 

Accompanied  patient  to  Amesbury  Hospital  .  1 

Accompanied  S.  C.  to  Haverhill  for  glasses .  2 

Accompanied  S.  C.  to  Drs.  office .  12 

I  attended  four  meetings  in  Haverhill  for  the  Northern  Essex 
County  nurses. 

On  December  1  and  2,  I  attended  a  conference  for  nurses  at 
Salem.  The  topics  this  year  were  contagious  and  infectious  diseases. 

The  Well  Child  Conferences  were  continued  twice  a  month  from 
October  through  May  as  a  follow-up. 

In  September,  1935  there  were  74,  10  new  children  were 
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registered  during  1935  making  a  total  of  84,  11  more  have  been  added 
since,  making  a  total  now  of  95  being  followed  up. 


Corrections — made  to  dentist  .  8 

Glasses  obtained  .  1 

Tonsils  and  adenoids  removed  .  2 


The  Essex  Sanatorium  school  clinic,  was  continued  October  20 
by  X-raying  4  pupils  at  Amesbury  High  School  and  an  examination 
on  October  29  at  Merrimac  High  School. 

Preparations  are  now  being  made  for  clinics  to  immunize  chib 
dren  for  the  prevention  of  diphtheria.  These  clinics  will  be  held  early 
in  the  spring,  at  Centre  School. 

The  pre-school  clinics  were  held  in  the  Assessors’  Office  on  May 
13  and  20,  16  children  were  examined  by  Dr.  Davis. 

Yours  very  truly, 

JEAN  K.  BADASHAW, 

Health  Nurse. 


THE  SCHOOL  REPORT  OF  MRS.  JEAN  BADASHAW, 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSE,  1936 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 

The  School  report  of  the  Public  Health  Nurse  for  1936  is  as 
follows : 


Number  of  school  visits  . 352 

Number  of  home  visits  . 106 

Number  of  children  visited  . 173 


Number  of  pupils  examined  at  school  by  Dr.  Davis  (school  physi¬ 
cian)  517  nurse  assisting: 


Number  defects  nutrition 
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Number  defects  posture . 146 

Number  defects  teeth . 256  Corrections .  63 

Number  defects  nose  and  throat  . 244 

Slight  heart  defects .  48 

Number  defects  of  vision .  4  Corrections .  3 

On  October  20th,  the  follow-up  of  the  Essex  Sanatorium  School 
Clinic,  was  continued  by  X-raying  4  pupils  at  Amesbury  high  school, 
and  an  examination  on  Oct.  29  at  Merrimac  high  school. 

The  toxoid  treatments  were  continued  Jan.  6  and  27,  at  Centre 
school.  Also  visited  10  homes  to  give  the  treatments,  the  toxoid  was 
given  by  Dr.  Davis.  Preparation  are  now  being  made  for  immunizing 
for  the  prevention  of  diphtheria. 

On  May  13  and  20,  the  pre-school  clinics  were  held  in  the  As¬ 
sessors  Office  of  Town  Hall.  16  children  were  examined  by  Dr.  Davis, 
Nurse  assisting. 


Yours  very  truly, 

JEAN  K.  BADASHAW, 

Health  Nurse. 


REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  KIMBALL  PARK 

To  the  Selectmen  and  Citizens  of  Merrimac: 

We  as  Trustees  of  Kimball  Park  submit  the  following  Report. 

Active  Account 


Received 

Balance  January  1,  1936  .  $13.50 

Received  Kimball  Fund  .  35.00 

Received  Weed  Fund  .  35.00 


Expended 

Alden  Morse,  care  of  Ground 


$70.00 


$83.50 
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H.  Davis,  50  ft.  hose  &  nozzle  .  4.00 

H.  Davis,  bone  meal .  2.25 

R.  N.  Hoyt,  plant  seedlings .  4.50 

-  $80.75 

Balance  on  hand .  $2.75 

Trust  Funds 

Balance  Weed  Fund  Jan.  1,  1936  . $2;002.94 

Balance  Kimball  Fund  Jan.  1936  .  1,030.23 

Interest  Weed  Fund  1936  .  60.51 

Interest  Kimball  Fund  1936  .  31.13 

- $3,124.81 

Withdrawn  Weed  Fund  . $  35.00 

Withdrawn  Kimball  Fund  .  35.00 

Balance  Kimball  Fund  Jan.  1,  1937  .  1,026.36 

Balance  Weed  Fund  Jan.  1,  1937  .  2,028.45 

-  $3,124.81 


JOHN  W.  KIRKPATRICK 
ALDEN  B.  MORSE 
CHARLES  A.  FOLLANSBEE 

Trustees  Kimball  Park. 


REPORT  OF  DOG  OFFICER 

Town  of  Merrimac,  Massachusetts 
Dog  Officer:  Mr.  Charles  E.  Sande,  Harriman  Road, 
Merrimac,  Massachusetts 

I  hereby  report  that  I  have  caught,  confined,  and  disposed  of 
the  dogs  listed  below: 

Female: 


January  31,  1936  . $  4.00 

January  31,  1936  . $  4.00 

March  7,  1936  .  4.00 

June  6,  1936  .  4.00 

June  6,  1936  .  4.00 
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June  22,  1936  .  4  00 

August  17,  1936  .  4  00 

August  17,  1936  .  400 

October  5,  1936  .  4  00 

December  6,  1936  .  4.00 

Male: 

January  30,  1936  . $  1.00 

January  30,  1936  .  4.00 

March  7,  1936  .  4.00 

June  6,  1936  .  1.00 

June  6,  1936  .  4.00 

June  22,  1936  .  4.00 

June  22,  1936  .  4.00 

August  17,  1936  .  1.00 

August  17,  1936  .  4.00 

August  17,  1936  .  4.00 

October  5,  1936  .  4.00 

November  2,  1936  .  4.00 

November  2,  1936  .  2.03 

December  6,  1936  . .  4. JO 

December  6,  1936  .  4. JO 

December  6,  1936  .  1.00 

December  6,  1936  .  2.00 

December  6,  1936  .  4.00 

June  6,  1936  .  4.00 


Total  amount  . $100.00 

The  preceding  lists  are  the  dogs  which  I  disposed  of  in  the  year 
nineteen  hundred  and  thirty-six.  There  were  seventeen  dogs  which  I 
caught  and  returned  to  their  owners. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Selectmen,  Chief  of  Police  and  his  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  all  others  who  assisted  me  in  my  duties. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  E.  SAN  DC, 

Dog  Officer. 
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REPORT  OF  JANITOR  OF  TOWN  HALL 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 

As  Janitor  of  the  Town  Hall  for  the  year  1936,  I  respectfully 
submit  the  following  report: 

Total  number  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  openings  divided  as 
follows,  viz.: 

Merrimac  High  School,  basketball  practice,  graduation  and  re¬ 


ception  . , .  66 

Junior  High  School,  basketball  practice  and  graduation  .  30 

Use  of  Center  School  .  5 

Merrimac  High  School,  dance  .  1 

Merrimac  High  School,  moving  pictures  .  3 

Merrimac  High  School,  circus,  carnival .  2 

Merrimac  High  School,  orchestra  parade .  1 

Public  schools,  Memorial  Day  exercises  .  1 

American  Legion,  dances .  15 

State  Primaries  .  2 

Town  Caucus .  1 

Town  meeting  and  election  .  1 

Special  Town  meetings .  2 

Setting  up  booths  and  rails  .  4 

Presidential  election  . .  1 

Band  concerts  in  Town  Hall  .  7 

Firemen’s  dance .  1 

Parent-Teachers  Association  .  2 

Women’s  Guild  dance .  1 

Benefit  dance .  1 

Whist  party,  Church  of  Nativity .  1 

Moving  pictures,  Hy.  Y .  1 

Political  rally  .  1 


Total  openings . 150 

Received  by  Janitor  for  above  openings  .  $257.00’ 

Received  by  Janitor  for  Town  Offices  service  ....  120.00 


Total  paid  for  Janitor  service  .  $377.00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANDREW  O.  NICOL. 
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REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  MILK,  ANIMALS 

AND  SLAUGHTER 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 


I  have  made  the  following  calls  and  inspections  and  issued  the 
following  licenses  in  the  past  year: 


Number  of  barns  inspected  .. 

Number  of  cattle  inspected . 

Number  of  swine  inspected  .. 
Inspections  made  of  slaughter 

Number  of  bulls  inspected . 

Milk  licenses  issued  . 

Oleomargarine  licenses  issued  .. 
Number  of  goats  inspected . 


37 

293 

45 

0 

10 

15 

2 

2 


Respectfully  submitted, 

FRED  H.  G.  CHASE, 

Inspector  of  Milk. 
Inspector  of  Animals. 
Inspector  of  Slaughter. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MUNICIPAL  LIGHT  BOARD 

The  Municipal  Light  Board  herein  submit  their  thirty-third 
annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1936. 

Nineteen  services  have  been  added  during  the  year  making  a 
total  of  941  lighting  services  and  15  power  services  now  in  use. 

Estimates  under  Section  57  of  Chapter  164  of  the  General  Laws. 

Estimate  of  Expense 


$  25,000.00 
2,493.71 


Gross  Expense  of  Operating . 

Depreciation.  3%  on  $83,123.66 


$  27,493.71 
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Estimated  Income 

From  Private  Consumers  . $  27,500.00 

From  Municipal  Buildings .  575.64 

From  Street  Lights . 2,728.27 

- $  30,803.91 

Cost  of  Constructions 

Sub  Station  Equipment . $  500.00 

Pole,  Fixtures  and  Overhead  Conductors . k.  49,374.41 

Meters .  12,080.57 

Transformers  .  16,031.64 

Street  Lighting  Equipment .  3,136.06 

Transportation  Equipment .  2,000.98 

- $  83,123.66 

Expended  for  Construction.  Year  1936 

Construction  and  Materials  . $  1,641.05 

Meters  .  509.41 

Transformers  .  1,460.48 

Transportation  Equipment  .  649.25 

Street  Lighting  Equipment  .  257.71 

- $  4,517.90 

Expended  for  Operating  Expense 

Electric  Energy  Purchased  . $  16,996.00 

Station  Wages  .  630.00 

Rent  of  Station  .  350.00 

Meter  and  Transformer  Operation  .  125.60 

Maintenance  of  Transmission  and  Distribu¬ 
tion  Lines  .  3,244.25 

Maintenance  of  Meters  and  Transformers  ....  229.88 

Street  Light  Maintenance  and  Operation  .  401.39 

Commercial  Salaries  and  Expenses  .  377.36 

X 

Salary  of  Municipal  Light  Board  &  Manager  1,210.98 

General  Office  Salaries  .  1,144.00 

General  Office  Supplies  and  Expenses  .  584.28 
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Insurance  .  445.11 

Transportation  Expense  .  190.25 

Miscellaneous  General  Expense  .  143.82 

- $  26,072.9 2 


Total  Expended  for  Maintenance  and 

Construction  . $  30,590.82 

Federal  Tax  Paid  and  Consumers  Deposits  Returned .  71.19 


Total  Expenditures  . $  30,662.01 

Balance  Sheet 

Construction  and  Operating  Fund 

Jan.  1,  1936  . $  8,205.63 

Depreciation  Fund  Jan.  1,  1936  .  19,055.88 

Reserve  Fund  Jan.  1,  1936  .  1,817.50 

Received  from  Light  &  Power  Sales  .  28,648.71 

Received  from  Miscellaneous  Sales .  580.55 

Received  from  Town  Appropriations  .  3,144.67 

Interest  Income .  605.87 

Federal  Tax  Collected  . .58 

Consumers  Deposits  .  190.00 

- $  62,249.39 

Constructions  and  Renewals .  3,868.65 

Transportation  Equipment  .  649.25 

Maintenance  and  Operating  Expense  .  26,072.92 

Federal  Tax  Paid  .  LI  9 

Consumers  Deposits  Returned . 70.00 

Depreciation  Fund  Jan.  1,  1937  .  19,606.83 

Reserve  Fund  Jan.  1,  1937  .  1,872.42 

Returned  to  Town  .  6.000.00 

Construction  and  Operating  Fund 

Jan.  1,  1937  .  4,108.13 

- : - $  62,249.39 

Municipal  Light  Board, 

JOHN  MARSHALL, 
GEORGE  F.  WILDE, 
IRVINE  G.  BURBECK.  . 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  WATER  COMMISSIONERS 

The  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  herein  submit  their  thirty- 
third  annual  report. 

Five  services  were  installed  during  the  year  making  a  total  of 
771  services  now  installed. 

There  are  77  services  not  in  use,  or  the  same  amount  of  inactive 
services  as  last  year. 

Estimates  for  the  Ensuing  Year 

Gross  Expense  of  Operating . $  10,500.00 

Constructions .  900.00 

- $  12,400.00 

Estimated  Income 

Water  Rates  . $  10,500.00 

Miscellaneous  Income .  1,000.00 

- $  11,500.00 

Expended  for  Constructions 


Materials  and  Labor . $  816.88 

Returned  to  Town  for  Note  Payment .  2,000.00 

- $  2,816.88 


Expended  for  Maintenance 


Maintenance.  Materials  and  Labor . $  3,196.02 

Fuel  .  3,511.50 

Station  Supplies  and  Expenses .  1,602.48 

Station  Wages  . 1,380.50 

Superintendent’s  Salary  .  719.68 

Commissioner’s  Salary  .  67.50 

Office  Salary  .  520.00 

Office  Expense  .  303.76 

Interest  .  40.00 
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Truck  Expense 

Insurance  . 

Miscellaneous 


157.48 

326.30 

90.29 

- $  11,915.51 


Total  Expended  for  Maintenance  and 

Constructions . $  14,732.39 


Monthly  Report  oj  Pumping  Station 


Gallons  Pumped  Hours  Pumped 

January  . 

.  5,223,000 

193 

February  . 

.  5,418,000 

200 

March  . 

.  5,376,000 

208 

April  . 

.  5,601,000 

209 

May  . 

.  6,855,000 

259 

June  . 

.  7,466,400 

257 

July  . 

.  8,262,000 

282 

August  . 

.  8,580,384 

302 

September  . 

.  9,450,699 

581 

October . 

.  4,981,149 

196 

November . 

.  5,103,989 

185 

December . 

.  5,226,450 

192 

Total  Gallons  Pumped 

77,544,071 

Balance  Sheet 

General  Cash  Balance  Jan.  1, 

1936  . $  2.081.58 

Water  Rates  Collected  . 

.  10,278.22 

Miscellaneous  Income  . 

.  488.21 

Water  Lien  Account  . 

.  436.27 

Appropriated  by  Town  . 

.  1.500.00 

- $ 

14,784.28 

Returned  to  Town . 

. $  2,000.00 

Expended  for  Constructions  .. 

.  816.88 
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Expended  for  Maintenance  .  11,915.51 

General  Cash  Balance  Jan.  1,  1937  .  51.89 

- $  14,784.28 


Merrimac  Water  Board, 

CHAS.  A.  LANCASTER, 
JOHN  MARSHALL, 
GEORGE  F.  WILDE. 

REPORT  OF  THE  TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 

I  hereby  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Town  Accountant  in 
accordance  with  Chapter  41,  Section  60,  of  the  General  Laws.  I  have 
also  presented  all  such  financial  matters  as  may  be  of  general  interest. 

I  express  herewith  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  and 
courteous  assistance  rendered  by  you  and  all  the  other  Town  Officials 
in  complying  with  the  requirements  of  our  system. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  HAROLD  WHITING, 

Town  Accountant. 

RECEIPTS— GENERAL  REVENUE 


Taxes: 

Current  Year — 

Poll,  Personal,  Real  Estate  ....  $  50,337.77 


Previous  Years — 

Poll,  Personal,  Real  Estate, 

1935  .  16,689.88 

Poll,  Personal,  Real  Estate, 

1934  .  13,080.96 
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Poll,  Personal,  Real  Estate, 

1933  .  458.18 

Poll,  Personal,  Real  Estate, 

1933  .  46.92 

Poll,  Personal,  Real  Estate, 


1931  .  40.45 

- $  80,654.16 

From  Commonwealth: 

Special  State  Taxes — 

Income  Taxes: 

State  Valuation  .  860.56 

Educational  .  2,650.00 

Income  Tax  .  3,690.00 

Corporation  Tax  .  2,158.02 

Gas,  Electric,  Water  .  14.56 

Race  Track  .  130.35 

Veterans  Exemption  .  243.65 

Business  .  114.50 

-  9,861.64 

Tax  Titles  redeemed .  1,528.55 

Old  Age  Assistance  1933  .  43.00 


Total  from  Taxes  . $ 

Licenses  and  Permits — 

Liquor . $  1,080.00 

All  other .  172.00 


Total  from  Licenses  and  Permits 


Fines  and  Forfeits — 

Court  . 

Grants  and  Gifts — 

State  Mass.  School  Fund  .  3,502.40 

Dog  Licenses  .  246.58 


Total  Grants  and  Gifts . 

Privileges — 

Motor  Vehicle  Taxes  1936  .  2,200.02 


92,087.35 

1,252.00 

926.60 

3,748.98 
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Motor  Vehicle  Taxes  1.935  .  216.89 

Motor  Vehicle  Taxes  1933  .  4.21 

Total  from  Privileges  . .:... .  2,421.1 2 

•  •  >  • 

iy  - 

Total  from  General  Revenue  . $100,436.05 


RECEIPTS — COMMERCIAL  REVENUE 
Special  Assessments: 

Moth  1934  . $  £30 

Moth  1935  . . .  22.70 

Moth  1936  . '. .  109.20 

- - $  138.20 


Total  Special  Assessments . $  138.20 

RECEIPTS— COMMERCIAL  REVENUE;  Departmental 


General  Government 
Town  Hall 

•  Rent  of  hall  . $  47.00 

Rent  of  offices  .  668.00 

•  -•  :  - $  715.00 

Protection  of  Persons  and  Property 
Sealer,  of Weights  and  Mea- 

ures  fees .  50.40 

Town  Forest  Committee  .  12.00 

Dept.  Pub.  Works  Div.  of 

Highways  Moth .  14.30 

Highways  Gypsy  Moth .  11.40 

-  88.10 

Board  of  Health 

State. — T.  B.  Subsidies  .  840.70 

Health  Nurse  fees  .  24.00 

John  Hancock  Insurance  Co. 

Nursing  fees  .  86.75 

Metropolitan  Insurance  Co. 

Nursing  fees  .  78.25 

-  1,029.70 
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Highways 

State — Chapter  81  .  4,650.00 

State — Chapter  90  .  375.00 

County — Chapter  90  .  1,262.22 


State — Chapter  90  Main  Street  2,545.53 
Town  Hire  Road  Machinery  2,145.78 

-  10,978.53 

Charities 


State — Outside  Relief  .  4,949.89 

State— Old  Age  .  3,707.60 

State — Mothers  Aid  .  90.40 

Cities  and  Towns  Outside  Re- 

lief  . 1,833.15 

Cities  and  Towns  Old  Age  .  540.33 

Individuals  Old  Age  .  28.00 

U.  S.  Grant  Old  Age  Admx .  174.24 

U.  S.  Grant  Old  Age . .  5,229.14 

-  16,552.75 

State  Aid 

Soldiers  Benefits  .  .  360.00 

Schools 

State — Tuition  children  .  323.00 

State — Superintendent  .  483.33 

Sargent  Coal  Co.  fuel  reim¬ 
bursement  .  .  -63 

L.  C.  Smith  Co.  reimbursement 

Typewriter  .  60.00  :  . 

Reimbursement  transportation  .90 


Telephone  reimbursement .  5.00 

Reimbursement  breakage  of 

chemistry  supplies  .  -95 

- 873.81 

Public  Library  .  , 

Fines  .  99.82 

Trust  funds  .  971.51 

-  1,071,3* 

70.00 

-  70.00 


Kimball  Park 
Trust  funds 
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Cemeteries 

Perpetual  care  funds .  586.90 

Sale  of  lots . 680.00 

Care  of  lots  . 7.00 

-  1,273.90 

Public  Service  Enterprises 
Light  Department 

Sale  of  light  . .  24,054.53 

Sale  of  power . 7,738.85 

Miscellaneous  sales  .  580.55 

Consumers  deposits  .  190.00 

Federal  tax .  .58 

-  32,564.51 

Water  Department 

Meter  rates  — .  10,2  78.22 

Miscellaneous  sales  .  488.21 


Interest 

Taxes  1936  r . ; .  32.95 

Taxes  1935  . ...'. .  449.37 

Taxes  1934  .  760.08 

Taxes  1933  .  30.36 

Interest,  Costs,  Tax  Title  Re¬ 
leases  .  212.70 

— -  1,485.46 

Water  Liens  Collected  .  390.67 

-  390.67 


Refunds 

Rocks  Bridge  .  4.00 

Department  of  Agriculture  ....  57.50 

Industrial  Schools  .  31.57 

Special  Income  Tax  .  487.82 

C.  B.  Heath  Inc.  Insurance  ....  7.80 

Merrimac  Soldiers  Relief  .  3.70 

City  of  Haverhill  .  18.60 

W.  P.  A.  Cement  Sidewalks  ....  21.28 

-  632.27 


Jt 


Total  from  Commercial  Revenue  Departmental . $  78,852.46 
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RECEIPTS— NON  REVENUE 


Temporary  Loans  (In  Anticipation  of 


Revenue  . $  69,000.00 

Dog  Licenses  . 280.80 

Old  Age  Acts  1936  ....! .  2,836.01 

Cemetery  .  2,400.00 


Total  Non- Revenue 


$  74,516.81 


Total  from  General  Revenue,  Commercial  Revenue,  Com¬ 
mercial  Revenue  Departmental,  and  Non-Revenue  ..$253,943.52 
Cash  Balance  January  1,  1936  .  6,935.67 


$260,879.19 

7 

* 

EXPENDITURES— GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 


Legislative 

Salary,  Moderator . $  12.00 

- $ 

Selectmen’s  Department 

Chairman  . $  412.50 

Clerk  .  114.52 

Member .  91.68 


_ 618.70 

Printing  and  postage  .  284.29 

Selectmen’s  Association  .  6.00 

Affidavits  .  1-75 

Transportation .  42.22 


Public  Welfare  Department 

Chairman  .  204.10 

Clerk  .  177.02 

Member .  91.64 

_  472.76 


12.00 


952.96 


472.76 


Accounting  Department 
Salary . 


999.96 
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Transportation .  5.78 

Postage,  Printing,  Supplies  ....  89.16 


Treasurer’s  Department 

Salary  .  2  70.00 

Transportation .  5.74 

Certification  notes  .  12.00 

Printing,  Postage,  Supplies .  214.19 


Collector’s  Department 

Salary  1933  .  11.86 

Salary  1934  .  194.40 

Salary  1935  .  238.39 

Salary  1936  .  631.60 

Affidavits  .  9.50 

Printing  and  postage  .  130.40 

Registry  of  Deeds  .  70.01 

Advertising  property .  83.50 


Assessor’s  Department 

Salary .  650.00 

Transportation .  8.30 

Printing,  Postage,  Supplies  ....  128.22 


Law  Department 

Salary  fees  .  75.00 


Town  Clerk 

Salary .  225.00 

Recording  fees  .  13.25 

Printing,  Postage  .  16.69 


Election  Officers 

Salary .  224.00 


Registrars 

Salary  .  112.50 


Bonding  Town  Officers 
Light  &  Water  Coll .  50.00 


1,094.90 


501.93 


1,369.66 


786.52 


75.00 


254.94 

224.00 


112.50 


TOWN  REPORT 


71 


Clerk  . 

Treasurer  . 

Tax  Collector . 

Light  &  Water  Mgr. 


5.00 

70.00 

140.00 

5.00 


Vital  Statistics 

Fees  year  1935  .  67.00 

Fees  year  1936  .  71.50 


Town  Hall  Maintenance 

Salary  Janitor  .  120.00 

Services  Janitor .  257.00 

Other  Expenses 

Fuel  .  402.15 

Light  .  47.55 

Telephone  .  140.00 

Supplies  .  95.72 


Town  Hall  Repairs 

Carpenter?  .  5.53 

Plumbing  .  14.20 


270.00 


138.50 


1,062.42 


19.73 


Total  for  General  Government  . . $  7,347.82 

PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 


Police  Department 
Salaries  and  Services: 

Chief  of  Police . $  1,464.00 

Night  Patrol  .  1,256.00 

Special  Officers  .  356.40 

Other  Expenses: 

Telephone  . 91.79 

Posting  warrants  .  14.00 

Meals  for  prisoners  .  1.20 

Transportation  .  185.15 

Special  labor  .  8.00 
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Postage .  3.00 

Supplies,  office  equipment  ..  68.55 

- $ 

Fire  Department 
Salaries 

Engineers  .  200.00 

Supt.  of  Fire  Alarms .  100.00 

Stewards .  85.00 

Call  Men  .  2,058.25 

Other  Expenses 

Telephone  .  56.80 

Fuel  and  Light  .  317.23 

Printing,  Postage  .  1.11 

Motor  expense  .  119.05 

Equipment  and  repairs .  259.94 


Fire  Department 

Purchase  of  Hose  .  400.00 

Alarm  System  Installation  .  975.00 


Forest  Warden 

Labor  .  12.00 

Supplies,  Equipment .  132.23 


Moth  Department 
Salaries  and  Services 

Superintendent .  209.25 

Other  Employes .  595.50 

Horse  hire  .  48.25 

Equipment  and  supplies  ....  59.42 


Tree  Warden 

Labor  .  188.25 

Equipment  .  10.00 


Dog  Officer 

Fees  .  100.00 


Town  Forest 

Labor  . .7 .  151.10 


3,448.09 


3,197.38 

1,375.00 

•  •  i 

144.23 

912.42 

198.25 

100.00 
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Equipment  .  17.92 

Express .  18.47 

Horse  .  1.00 

Pictures  .  1.54 

-  190.03 

Inspector  of  Wires 

Salary  .  90.00 

-  90.00 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 

Salary  .  90.00 

Other  Expenses 

Transportation  .  31.08 

Equipment  .  6.27 

— .... -  127.35 


Total  for  Protection  of  Persons  and  Property  . $ 

HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 


Board  of  Health 
Tuberculosis: 

Board  and  Treatment  at  Essex  Sana¬ 


torium  . $ 

Other  Expenses: 

Burial  cats  .  3.00 

Truck  hire  .  6.00 

Signs  .  4.50 

Clothing  .  3.95 

Transportation .  2.85 

Printing,  Postage  .  2.04 

Flood  Relief: 

Medical  .  31.00 

Lime  .  1-30 

Fuel .  5.00 

Special  labor  .  7.15 

Lumber  .  4.92 


Public  Health  Nurse 

Salary  . 

Postage  . 


1,089.40 


1,161.31 


9,782.75 
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Motor  expense .  104.01 

Supplies  .  1.50 

-  1,150.33 

Inspection 

Inspector  of  Animals 

Salary  .  115.00 

Inspector  of  Slaughter 

Salary  .  20.00 

Inspector  of  Milk 

Salary .  20.00 

-  155.00 

Essex  County  Tuberculosis  Sanatorium 

Maintenance  assessment  for  1935  .  588.74 


Total  for  Health  and  Sanitation  . $ 


HIGHWAYS 


Highway  Department 

Superintendent  . $ 

Other  Expenses: 

Labor  .  2,356.45 

Town  Truck  .  1,161.75 

Town  Machinery  .  341.03 

Teams .  11.75 

Other  trucks  .  564.00 

Telephone  .  42.74 

Towing  . .  5.00 

Road  material  .  2,796.50 

Stone,  sand,  gravel .  1,078.68 

Equipment,  repairs  .  164.92 

Supplies  .  2  5 1 .48 


- $ 

Snow  Removal 

Superintendent  . 

Other  Expenses: 


Labor  .  817.42 

Sand  .  7.50 

Miscellaneous  repairs  .  .50 

Equipment  .  1.62 


735.50 


9,509.80 

99.70 


3,055.38 
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Town  Truck  .  351.50 

Town  Machinery  .  223.00 

Other  trucks  .  916.50 

Sidewalk  plowing  .  353.00 

Repairs .  18.00 

Telephone  . 3.12 

-  2,791.86 

Sidewalks,  Railings,  Bridges 

Labor  .  18.20 

Supplies  .  2.16 

-  20.36 

Street  Lights 

Bill  for  1935  appropriation  .  2,468.72 

Rocks  Bridge 

Assessment  for  1935  .  1,021.48 

Chapter  90  Rebuilding  Main  Street 

Town  Truck .  5.25 

Tar  .  4.40 

Salaries  and  wages  .  6.75 

Payments  to  J.  E.  Watkins  Co. 

Inc .  2,655.53 

Payment  to  J.  J.  Welch  and 
J.  B.  Jacobs  as  Trustee  in 
Reo.  Proc.  of  Welch  and 

Moynihan  Co .  1,554.60 

- - -  4,226.53 

Road  Machinery  Account 

Gasoline  .  422.15 

Repairs : 

Express .  26.98 

Misc.  supplies  .  10.05 

Parts  for  mixer  and  installa¬ 
tion  of  same .  L25 

Parts  for  tractor  and  installa¬ 
tion  of  same  .  662.87 

Parts  for  plow  and  installa¬ 
tion  of  same  .  415.15 

Parts  for  road  machine  and 

installation  of  same  .  37.55 
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Parts  for  truck  and  installa¬ 
tion  of  same  .  332.64 

-  1,908.64 


Chapter  464  Acts  1935 
Sidewalk  Construction  So-called  Bond  Issue 


Labor  .  480.78 

Loam,  gravel  .  16.50 

Supplies  .  79.26 

Gasoline  .  2.16 

Kerosene .  1.40 

Notary  fees .  2.25 


Chapter  90  Road  Maintenance 

Labor  .  207.17 

Gravel .  19.88 

Road  material  .  406.70 

Town  Truck  .  64.00 

Other  trucks  .  68.25 


582.35 


766.00 


Total  for  Highways 


$  23,295.74 


CHARITIES 


Oroceries,  provisions  . $  8,169.79 

Cash  .  402.00 

Board  and  care  .  3,406.60 

Fuel .  1,313.33 

Rent  .  2,085.40 

Clothing  .  783.57 

Medical  aid  .  1,372.95 

Burial  .  195.00 

Storage  Federal  food .  260.00 

Transportation .  3.05 

Transportation  C.  C.  C.  boys  ..  6.70 

Moving .  10.00 

The  Amesbury  Hospital .  1,250.45 

Mass.  General  Hospital .  14.70 

Homeopathic  Hospital  .  5.00 
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Florence  Crittenden  Home  .... 

91.46 

Ice . 

9.00 

Supplies,  printing,  forms  . 

37.32 

- $  19,416.32 

Mothers  Aid 

Cash  . 

1,288.00 

Cleaning . 

1.25 

Medical . 

30.20 

Fuel . 

67.50 

— . 

1,386.95 

Old  Age  Assistance 

Cash  . 

16,116.25 

Medical . 

748.40 

Burial  . 

100.00 

Fuel . 

42.25 

17,006.90 

State  Aid 

Cash  . . 

160.00 

Soldiers  Relief 

Rent  . 

604.23 

Medical . 

285.17 

Fuel . 

345.76 

Cash  . 

92.00 

Clothing  . 

89.17 

Groceries,  provisions . 

1,100.99 

2,517.32 


Total  for  Charities . 

SCHOOLS 


$  40,487.49 


Schools 

School  Committee 

Salaries . 172.01 

School 

Total  spent  for  year  1936 
Itemized  detail  given  in 
School  report  classified 
as  per  State  Educational 
requirements .  28,301.03 


28,473.04 
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Vocational  Training 

Lynn  Training  School .  35.00 


Total  for  Schools . . . 


Public  Library 


Librarian  salary  . . 

500.00 

Books  . . 

483.95 

Periodicals  . . 

38.90 

Binding1  books  . 

31.10 

Fuel  and  light . 

248.32 

Repairs  . . . 

3.25 

Care  of  grounds . . 

148.50 

Janitor’s  supplies  . 

10.50 

Stationery  and  postage  . 

4.25 

Cards  and  ink  . 

8.43 

1,477.20 


Total  for  Library  . $ 

; 

RECREATION  AND  UNCLASSIFIED 
Memorial  Day 

Flags . . $ 

Shells  . 

Markers  . . 

Express . 

(Enamel  . 

Transportation . . . 

Haverhill  Brass  Band . 


Kimball  Park 

Labor  . 

Nozzle,  hose  . 

Meal  . 

Shrubs,  plants 


Insurance 

Treasurer  forgery 
Collector  holdup 
Town  Buildings  .. 


17.00 

13.04 

18.19 

.56 

.45 

5.00 

92.00 

- $  146.24 

70.00 

4.00 

2.25 

4.50 

-  80.75 

20.62 

32.50 

595.40 


28,508.04 


1,477.20 
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Workmen’s  Compensation  .  826.01 

Health  Nurse .  60.80 

Highway  Tractor,  Truck  .  116.18 

Fire  Trucks,  Pumper  .  2  70.62 


Printing  Town  Reports  . 

W.  P.  A.  and  Other  Federal  Projects 


Moth 

Spring,  rope  .  .75 

Sharpening  shears  .  .6t> 

Lime  .  .25 

Tools  .  .25 

Transportation  .  5.76 


Commodities 

Office  supplies .  2.90 

Bags,  paper  .  66.06 

Typewriter  .  40.00 

Ribbon  .  -95 

Rent  .  60.00 

Transporting  goods  .  89.00 


Sewing  Unit 

Light  . 

Thread,  pins,  etc . 

Rent  . 

Repairs  to  machines 
Transporting  goods 

Lumber  . 

Brush,  pail . 

Office  supplies . 

Oil  . 

•  WPA 

Farm  to  Market 

First  Aid . 

Cement . 

Lumber,  nails,  etc. 

Pipe  . 

Gasoline,  oil  . 


4.42 

27.30 

42.74 

125.00 

3.87 


27.60 

79.66 

240.00 

82.27 

48.02 

29.65 

4.66 

1.00 

2.17 


1,922.13  A; 

274.72 

,  •  i 


j 


7.67 


258.91 


515.03 
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Sharpening  tools  .  46.50 

Tools  .  80.43 


Tree  Trimming 

Tools  . 11.80 

Transportation  .  19.08 

Sharpening  tools  .  3.20 


Town  Forest 

Tools  .  111.18 

Sharpening  tools  .  3.95 

First  Aid  kit  .  4.65 

Stretcher.. .  3.58 

Grind  stone  .  5.00 

Paint  .  .75 


Administration 


Transportation 
Flood  Control 


Gasoline  . 

2.00 

Sharpening,  tools  . 

3.50 

Tools  . 

5.77 

Cement  Sidewalks  in  and  around 


Merrimac  Square 

Labor  . 246.42 

Tools  . 25.22 

Lanterns,  globes,  kerosene  ..  82.50 

Sharpening  tools  . 5.53 

Lumber  . : .  73.75 

Oil,  grease  . 10.80 

Pipe  17.56 

Gravel,  stone  .  21.74 

Cement .  34.00 


Route  110 

Transportation  . . 

Roadside  Beautification 
First  Aid  . 


330.26 


34.08 


129.11 

148.27 


11.27 


517.52 

1.50 

3.80 
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Cemetery 

Trucking,  express  .  3.08 

Tools  .  16.01 

First  Aid  . . .  1.20 

Cement  , grates  .  33.90 

Lettered  plaques  .  90.00 

Wire  fence .  42.67 

-  186.86 

Cement  Sidewalks  in  Merrimac 

Tools  .  23.75 

Lumber  .  44.13 

Bolts .  2.58 

Tar  paper  .  10.00 

Sharpening  tools  .  8.65 

Labor,  truck  .  576.42 

Gasoline  .  5.37 

Gravel .  15.00 

-  685.90 

Lighting  Town  Buildings  .  675.95 

Water  in  Town  Buildings .  317.88 

Playground  Commission 

Map  .  25.00 

Blueprints  .  1.80 

Plan  Tennis  court  .  12.00 

-  38.80 


Total  for  Recreations  and  Unclassified  . $ 

ENTERPRISES  AND  CEMETERIES 


County  Tax 

County  of  Essex  .  2,615.72 

State  Taxes 

Auditing  Tax  .  962.16 

State  Parks  and  Reservations  25.56 
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6,286.65 
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State  Tax .  2,700.00 

-  3,687.72 


Public  Service  Enterprises 

Electric  Light .  30,662.01 

Water  .  12,732.39 

-  43,394.40 


For  detail  account  see  Municipal  Light 
and  Water  report. 

Cemeteries 


Labor  . 

812.15 

Trees,  shrubs  . 

141.00 

Trucking  . 

20.50 

Pipe,  coupling,  nozzle  . 

23.00 

Cement  . 

17.00 

Fertilizer . 

22.50 

Insecticides . 

5.00 

Gravel . 

2.25 

Lumber,  nails,  etc . 

54.46 

Equipment  . 

38.72 

1,136.58 


Surveying  Cemetery 
Surveying . 


6.00 


Total  for  Enterprises  and  Cemeteries . $ 

INTEREST  AND  INDEBTEDNESS 


Interest 

Municipal  relief  .  378.00 

Water  extension  .  40.00 

Anticipation  of  Revenue  .  169.76 

-  587.76 

Municipal  Indebtedness 

Municipal  Loan .  3,600.00 

Water  extension  .  2,000.00 

Anticipation  of  Revenue  .  74,000.00 

-  79,600.00 


50,840.42 


% 


Total  for  Interest  and  Indebtedness 


$  80,187.76 
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OTHER  PAYMENTS 

Refunds  and  Transfers 

Excise  1935  .  13.83 

Excise  1934  .  2.09 

Excise  1936  .  30.44 


-  46.36 

Dog  Fees  Collected  . 280.80 

Public  Library  Trust  Funds .  393.75 

Cemetery  Trust  Funds  .  2,400.00 


Total  other  payments  .  3,120.91 

Total  Revenue  and  Non-Revenue  Expenditures . $254,390.16 

Cash  Balance  December  31,  1936  .  6,489.03 


$260,879.19 
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SONS  AND  PROPERTY 

Police  Department  3,450.00  3,450.00  3,448.09  1.91 

Fire  Department  3,200.00  3,200.00  3,197.38  2.62 

Purchase  of  Hose  & 

Alarm  Installation  1,375.00  1,375.00  1,375.00 
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RECAPITULATION 

Appropriations  $119,628.01  * 

Accounts  balances  48  689.01 
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Herbert  F.  Chase  (Enoch 

Chase  lot)  .  100.00  102.81  3.09  2.50  103.40 

Joseph  H.  Leavitt .  100.00  113.63  3.43  3.00  114.06 
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WARRANT  FOR  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 
ESSEX,  ss. 

To  James  P.  Donahue,  one  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of 

Merrimac, 

Greeting: 


In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are 
hereby  required  to  notify  and  warn  the  legal  voters  of  the  Town  of 
Merrimac  to  meet  in  Sargent  Hall  in  Merrimac  on 

MONDAY,  MARCH  1,  1937 

at  six  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  to  act  on  the  following  articles, 
namely: — 

• 

Article  1.  To  elect  a  Moderator  for  one  year,  Town  Clerk  for 
one  year,  three  Selectmen  for  one  year,  three  members  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Welfare  for  one  year,  one  Assessor  for  three  years, 
Treasurer  for  one  year,  Collector  of  Taxes  for  one  year,  one  member 
of  the  School  Committee  for  three  years,  one  Trustee  of  Cemeteries 
for  three  years,  two  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  for  three  years, 
one  Trustee  of  Kimball  Park  for  three  years,  five  Commissioners  of 
Playground  for  one  year,  one  .Commissioner  of  Municipal  Light 
Board  for  three  years,  one  Water  Commissioner  for  three  years,  three 
Constables  for  one  year,  three  Surveyors  of  Lumber  and  Measurers 
of  Wood  and  Bark  for  one  year,  and  Tree  Warden  for  one  year.  In 
voting  under  this  article  the  Polls  may  be  closed  not  earlier  than 
four  o’clock  P.  M. 

Article  2.  To  fix  the  Compensation  of  the  Collector  of  Taxes. 

Article  3.  To  determine  what  sum  of  money  shall  be  raised  to 
defray  the  necessary  and  usual  charges  and  expenses  of  the  Town  for 
the  year  1937  and  make  appropriation  for  the  same. 
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Article  4.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Town 
Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money 
from  time  to  time  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the  financial  year 
beginning  January  1,  1937,  and  to  issue  a  note  or  notes  therefor, 
payable  within  one  year,  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as  may  be 
given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one  year  in  accordance  with  Section 
17,  Chapter  44,  General  Laws. 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Town 
Accountant  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen  to  transfer  from  time 
to  time  from  the  Road  Machinery  Account  to  the  Maintenance  of 
Road  Machinery  such  sums  as  may  be  needed  to  keep  road  machinery 
in  operation. 

Article  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate 
the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  ($3,000.00)  to  be  expended  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Selectmen  for  W.  P.  A.  or  other  Federal  or 
State  Relief  projects. 

•  Article  7.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  to  provide  a 
list  of  candidates  for  the  1938  Citizens  Caucus,  whose  nominees  shall 
be  placed  on  the  ballot  as  candidates  at  the  Annual  Towm  Meeting 
of  1938. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Select¬ 
men  to  appoint  a  Co-Ordinator  (for  a  term  of  one  year)  of  W.  P.  A. 
or  other  Federal  or  State  Relief  projects,  who  may  be  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  to  fix  the  amount  of  compensation  to  be 
paid  therefor,  and  to  raise  and  appropriate  a  sufficient  sum  of  money 
to  pay  for  the  same. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  designate  as  the  two 
members  of  the  Merrimac  Bureau  of  Old  Age  Assistance  who  are 
members  of  the  Board  of  Public  Welfare,  the  two  members  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Welfare  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  cast 
at  the  annual  town  election  as  members  of  the  Board  of  Public  Wel¬ 
fare. 


Article  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  fix  the  compensa¬ 
tion  of  the  Members  of  the  Merrimac  Bureau  of  Old  Age  Assistance 
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who  may  or  may  not  be  members  of  the  Board  of  Public  Welfare 
and  to  raise  and  appropriate  $300.00  therefor,  provided  however  that 
said  compensation  shall  be  first  paid  from  any  available  funds  grant¬ 
ed  by  the  Federal  Government  for  Administrative  purposes. 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap¬ 
propriate  the  sum  of  $1,500.00  for  the  improvement  of  Chapter  90 
(General  Laws)  Road  Maintenance  work,  said  sum  of  fifteen  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  ($1500.00)  or  any  portion  thereof,  to  be  used  in  ex¬ 
junction  with  any  money  which  may  be  allotted  by  the  State  or 
County  or  both  for  this  purpose. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  the 
sum  of  thirty  five  hundred  dollars  ($3500.00)  from  the  Electric  Light 
Operating  balance  of  1936  to  be  used  by  the  Assessors,  with  the 
estimated  receipts  to  fix  the  tax  rate  for  the  year  1937. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  borrow  on  account 
of  tax  titles  under  Chapter  281,  Acts  of  1936  to  be  used  to  meet  ap¬ 
propriations  for  the  year  1937,  the  amount  so  voted  to  be  applied 
by  the  Assessors  for  the  purpose  of  1937  tax  reduction. 

Article  14.  On  petition  of  William  Phillip  Gilmore,  Forrest  L. 
Bishop  and  twenty-four  others  to  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  install 
water  on  the  playground  on  Locust  Street,  and  raise  and  appropriate 
money  therefor  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  15.  On  petition  of  Ralph  H.  Sargent,  Frank  M.  Haynes 
and  thirteen  others  to  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  request  and  au¬ 
thorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  prepare  and  submit  for  approval 
a  W.  P.  A.  or  other  Federal  Grant  Project  for  the  purpose  of  con¬ 
structing  a  sewage  system  to  dispose  of  sewage  now  entering  Stevens 
Pond  and  Cobblers  Brook,  and  to  develop  Stevens  Pond  so  as  to 
render  it  suitable  for  swimming  or  other  aquatic  sports,  and  authorize 
said  Selectmen  to  acquire  land  necessary  for  this  purpose,  and  raise 
and  appropriate  money  therefor,  or  take  any  other  action  in  relation 
thereto. 

•  *  ',  t  ‘  '  **;  #  *  ••  *  f .  •  •  ■  t  /  .  I  % 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  establish  the  method 
of  distribution,  of  wood  cut  in  the  Town  Forest,  or  to  make  rules 
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thereto  or  take  any  suitable  action  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  17.  On  petition  of  Rudolph  J.  Woyvoda  and  twenty 
orhcrs  to  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  increase  the  hourly  wage  of 
laborers  of  said  Town  of  Merrimac  from  forty  cents  to  fifty  cents  an 
hour,  this  increase  in  wages  to  take  effect  March  2,  1937. 

Article  18.  On  petition  of  the  Town  Forest  Committee,  to  see 
if  the  Town  will  vote  to  purchase  a  tract  of  land,  being  a  portion  of 
the  John  E.  Currier  estate,  containing  twelve  acres  more  or  less, 
bounded  west  by  land  of  Battis,  north  by  Old  County  Road,  east  by 
land  of  Battis,  south  by  Town  Forest,  and  to  raise  and  appropriate  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  ($200.00)  to  purchase  the  same. 

Article  19.  On  petition  of  the  Cemetery  Trustees,  to  see  if  the 
Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  six  hundred  and 
eighty  dollars  ($680.00)  from  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots,  such  sum  or 
part  thereof,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Cemetery 
Trustees,  “for  the  improvement  and  embellishment  of  the  said  ceme¬ 
tery”  according  to  section  fifteen  and  Section  twenty-five  of  Chapter 
114  of  the  General  Laws  as  appearing  in  the  Tercentenary  Edition 
thereof. 

Article  20.  On  petition  of  Herman  F.  Davis  and  sixteen  others 
to  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  instruct  the  Board  of  Water  Commis¬ 
sioners  to  extend  the  water  main  on  Liberty  Street  from  its  present 
terminus  to  connect  with  the  main  on  Church  Street  at  the  junction 
of  Liberty  and  Church  Streets,  and  raise  and  appropriate  a  sum  of 
money  thereof. 

Article  21.  On  petition  of  Edgar  J.  Davis  and  sixteen  others 
to  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  Article  Eight  of  the  Town  By- 
Laws  by  repealing  Section  one,  and  inserting  the  word  “sign”  in  Sec¬ 
tion  two  immediately  preceding  the  word  “structure”  so  that  the 
article  as  amended  shall  read:  “Article  Eight,  Obstructions  over  side¬ 
walks.  No  person  shall  place  or  maintain  any  sign,  structure,  ap¬ 
paratus,  awning,  canopy,  shade,  or  frame  for  the  same,  in  or  over 
any  sidewalk  or  street  without  first  obtaining  a  permit  in  writing 
from  the  Selectmen  so  to  do.” 
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Article  22.  On  petition  of  William  B.  Pendleton  and  sixteen 
others  to  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  instruct  the  Board  of  Select¬ 
men  acting  as  such  or  as  a  Board  of  Health  to  make  suitable  regula¬ 
tions  for  the  use  of  the  public  dump  on  Mill  Street,  with  a  view  to 
protect  the  health  of  the  public  and  the  rights  of  neighboring  prop¬ 
erty  holders;  and  to  enforce  such  regulations  by  the  appointment  of 
an  officer  empowered  to  enforce  them  or  by  some  other  means;  and 
raise  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  therefor  or  take  any  other  ac- 
tion  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  23.  On  petition  of  John  J.  Shepard  and  twenty-seven 
others,  to  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  as  a  Town  Street  the 
Billings  Road,  so  called  a  private  way  running  from  Westminster 
Road  connecting  Belmore  Road  and  Ridgefield  Road,  said  Billings 
Road  being  about  six  hundred  and  forty  feet  (640)  in  length,  as 
shown  in  a  plan  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk,  provided  the  abuttors 
will  release  the  Town  from  any  damages  which  may  be  caused  by 
laying  out  construction  and  taking  of  land. 

Article  24.  On  petition  of  John  J.  Shepard  and  twenty-seven 
others  to  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  as  Town  Street  the 
Ridgefield  Road,  so  called  a  private  way  running  from  Billings  Road 
about  nine  hundred  feet  (900)  in  length  as  shown  in  a  plan  on  file 
with  the  Town  Clerk,  provided  the  abuttors  will  release  the  Town 
from  any  damage  which  may  be  caused  by  laying  out  construction 
and  taking  of  land. 

Article  25.  On  petition  of  Ralph  L.  Holmes  and  twenty-nine 
others  to  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars  and  fifty-four  cents  ($553.54), 
and  instruct  the  Water  Commissioners  to  extend  the  water  service  to 
the  extreme  westerly  end  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two  feet  (792  ft.) 
of  Westminster  Road,  with  a  hydrant  at  that  point;  during  the  year 
1937  provided  it  can  be  put  in  as  a  W.  P.  A.  project. 

Article  26.  On  petition  of  Charles  Emery  Hoyt  and  eighteen 
others,  to  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum 
of  four  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty- two  dollars  ($4,132.00)  to 
be  expended  under  the  supervision  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the 
Board  of  Water  Commissioners  for  an  extension  of  the  water  service 
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from  the  junction  of  Birch  Meadow  Road  and  West  Main  Street,  on 
Birch  Meadow  Road  to  a  point  opposite  the  residence  of  Charles 
Hughes,  thence  along  Birch  Meadow  Road,  by  the  residence  of 
Charles  E.  Hoyt  and  of  Thomas  Riley  and  connecting  with  itself 
after  encircling  Birch  Meadow,  a  distance  of  approximately  9504 
feet,  providing  that  the  Federal  Government  will  accept  this  proposal 
as  a  W.  P.  A.  or  other  work  relief  project  and  furnish  the  balance  of 
the  cost  estimated  at  twenty  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
dollars  ($20,657.00);  that  is  a  contribution  of  $16,525.00  by  the 
Federal  Government  and  a  contribution  of  $4,132.00  by  the  Town  of 
Merrimac. 

Article  27.  On  petition  of  Cecil  E.  Welch  and  nine  others  to 
see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  rai^e  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  fifty 
dollars  ($50.00)  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Playground  Com¬ 
mission  to  be  used  at  their  discretion  on  the  playground  during  the 
current  year. 

And  you  are  hereby  required  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting 
attested  copies  thereof  in  seven  public  places  in  said  Town  of  Merri- 
mac,  at  least  seven  days  before  said  time  of  meeting. 

‘  Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant  with  your 
doings  thereon  to  the  Town  Clerk  at  the  time  and  place  of  meeting 
aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Merrimac  this  eighth  day  of  February, 
1937. 

ALBERT  P.  WADLEIGH, 
HAZEN  M.  EMERY, 

HAROLD  C.  LORD, 

Selectmen  of  Merrimac. 


A  true  copy,  Attest. 

JAMES  P.  DONAHUE, 

Constable. 

By  virtue  of  the  above  warrant  to  me  directed,  I  hereby  notify 
and  warn  the  legal  voters  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac  to  meet  at  the 
time  and  place  and  for  the  purpose  therein  expressed. 

JAMES  P.  DONAHUE. 

Constable. 

H  4 

Merrimac,  Mass.,  February  9,  1937. 
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THE  REPORT  OF  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac: 

After  conferring  with  the  Heads  of  the  several  departments  of 

government  of  the  Town,  the  Finance  Committee  recommend  the 
following  appropriations  to  be  made  for  the  year  of  1937. 

The  total  of  the  appropriations  recommended  is  considerably 
lower  than  those  of  last  year.  However,  we  feel  that  it  is  ample  for 
the  successful  operation  of  the  Town’s  business. 

We  recommend  the  following  appropriations  for  the  year  1937: 

General  Government 

Moderator  . .  $  12.00 

Selectmen  (Chairman)  . $  450.00 

Selectmen  (Clerk)  .  125.00 

Selectmen  (Other)  .  100.00  675.00 

Selectmen’s  Departmental  Expenses  .  500.00 

Public  Welfare  (Chairman)  .  200.00 

Public  Welfare  (Clerk)  .  200.00 

Public  Welfare  (Other)  .  100.00  500.00 

Accountant  .  1,000.00 

Accountant’s  Expense  .  125.00 

Treasurer  .  270.00 

Treasurer’s  Expense  .  250.00 

Tax  Collector  1937  .  800-00 

Tax  Collector  1936  .  351-39 

Tax  Collector  1935  .  216.98 

Tax  Collector  1934  .  43-67 

Tax  Collector  1933  .  5-91 

Tax  Collector’s  Expense  .  600.00 

Assessors  (Chairman)  .  275.00 

Assessors  (Other  two  each  $187.50)  .  375.00  650.00 

Assessors’  Expense  .  200.00 

Town  Clerk  .  22  5*00 

Town  Clerk’s  Expenses  .  50  00 

Registrars  of  Voters  .  112.50 
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Town  Hall  Maintenance 

Janitor  of  Town  Offices  .  120.00 

Maintenance  .  1,000.00  1,120.00 

Town  Hall  Repairs .  100.00 

Bonding  Town  Officers .  270.00 

Election  Officers  .  120.00 

Protection  oj  Persons  and  Property 

Police  .  3,450.00 

Fire  Engineers  .  200.00 

Fire  Department  .  3,000.00 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  .  90.00 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  Expense  .  50.00 

Inspector  of  Wiring  .  90.00 

Inspector  of  Wiring  Expenses  .  5.00  95.00 

Dog  Officer  (to  cover  fees)  .  100.00 

Moth  Department .  850.00 

Forest  Warden  .  150.00 

Tree  Warden  .  150.00 

Town  Forest  .  100.00 

•jp* .  '-'r 

I  '  -  _ _ 

j  Health  and  Sanitation 

r- 

Board  of  Health  .  1,500.00 

Public  Plealth  Nurse  and  Expense  .  1,150.00 

Inspector  of  Animals .  100.00 

Inspector  of  Slaughtering .  20.00 

Inspector  of  Milk  .  20.00 

Essex  County  T.  B.  Hospital .  681.37 

Highway  Department 

Highway  Department  .  5.500.00 

Snow  and  Washouts  .  2.000.00 

Sidewalks,  Railings  and  Bridges  .  100.00 

Rocks  Bridge  .  950.00 

Street  Lights  .  2,728.27 
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Charities 

State  Aid  .  250.00 

Public  Welfare  . 21,000.00 

Soldiers’  Relief  .  3,000.00 

Mothers’  Aid  .  1,500.00 

Old  Age  Assistance  .  12,000.00 

School  and  Libraries 

School  Committee  (Chairman)  .  50.00 

School  Committee  (Clerk)  .  75.00 

School  Committee  (Other)  .  50.00  175.00 

School  Department  .  28,725.00 

Public  Library  .  900.00 

Unclassified 

Memorial  Day  (American  Legion)  .  150.00 

Vocational  Education  .  100.00 

Town  Counsel  Fees  .  75.00 

Lighting  Town  Buildings  .  575.64 

Insurance  .  2,300.00 

Reserve  Fund .  500.00 

Interest  .  750.00 

Cemeteries  .  1,000.00 

Municipal  Loan  Note  .  3,600.00 

Vital  Statistics  .  75.00 

Water  in  Town  Buildings .  305.73 

Printing  Town  Reports .  300.00 


$108,463.46 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  K.  SARGENT,  Chairmen 
WILLIAM  H.  FRANKLIN,  Sec. 
ALMORE  I.  NASH, 

HERMAN  F.  DAVIS, 

HARRY  KINNEY, 

Merrimac  Finance  Committee. 
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VOTE  FOR  TOWN  OFFICERS,  ANNUAL  ELECTION, 

MARCH  2,  1936 

784  Votes  Cast  (358  Women,  426  Men) 

Moderator,  for  One  Year 

*Clifford  R.  Howe,  Forest  St .  627 

Blanks  .  157 

Town  Clerk,  for  One  Year 

Harry  F.  George,  Main  St .  126 

*C.  Howard  Phillips,  Church  St .  597 

Blanks  . : .  61 

Selectmen  for  One  Year 

*Hazen  M.  Emery,  Judkins  Court  .  372 

Fred  T.  Hopkinson,  Locust  St .  253 

*Harold  C.  Lord,  Grove  St . i .  472 

John  K.  Sargent,  Merrimac  St .  208 

Mortimer  E.  Sullivan,  Locust  St .  178 

*  Albert  P.  Wadleigh,  Church  St .  504 

Blanks  .  364 

Board  of  Public  Welfare,  fp.r  One  Year 

*Fred  T.  Hopkinson,  Locust  St.  .  326 

John  K.  Sargent,  Merrimac  St .  319 

Mortimer  E.  Sullivan,  Locust  St .  214 

*  Albert  P.  Wadleigh,  Church  St .  480 

*Ellen  M.  Wallace,  Central  St .  348 

Jefferson  M.  Wheeler,  Pleasant  St.,  Port  .  200 

Blanks  .  465 

Assessor,  for  Three  Years 

Harry  A.  Pease,  Main  St .  254 

* William  Harold  Whiting,  Church  St .  461 

Blanks  .  69 

Treasurer,  for  One  Year 

*Roy  C.  Journeay,  Prospect  St .  643 

Blanks  .  141 
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Collector  of  Taxes,  for  One  Year 

*Fred  C.  Twombly,  Grove  St .  673 

Blanks  .  Ill 

School  Committee,  for  Three  Years 

Marjorie  I.  How,  Merrimac  St .  224 

*Annie  L.  Tucker,  Locust  St .  468 

Blanks  .  92 

Trustee  of  Cemeteries,  for  Three  Years 

Maurice  A.  Buzzelle,  School  St .  221 

*Harry  A.  Morgan,  Locust  Grove  Ave .  440 

Blanks  .  123 

Trustee  of  Kimball  Park,  for  Three  Years 

*Charles  A.  Follansbee,  Forest  St .  336 

Richard  A.  Sargent,  Main  St .  308 

Blanks  .  140 

Library  Trustees,  for  Three  Years 

*Harriet  J.  Davis,  Main  St .  452 

*Abbie  W.  Sargent,  School  St .  523 

Blanks  . 593 

Light  Commissioner,  for  Three  Years 

*Irvine  G.  Burbeck,  East  Main  St .  373 

Charles  A.  Lancaster,  Locust  St .  363 

Blanks  . 48 

Water  Commissioner,  for  Three  Years 

Irvine  G.  Burbeck,  East  Main  St .  359 

*  Charles  A.  Lancaster,  Locust  St .  860 

Blanks  .  65 

Constables,  for  One  Year 

Joseph  Work  Bray,  East  Main  St .  201 

*James  P.  Donahue,  Lincoln  St .  601 

*Leon  L.  Dow,  Mechanics  St .  566 

*George  W.  Goldsmith,  School  St .  470 
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Obed  O.  Skillings,  Merrimac  St .  89 

Blanks  .  425 

Surveyors  of  Lumber  and  Measurers  of  Wood  and  Bark,  for  One  Ye  r 

*George  R.  Hoyt,  Birch  Meadow  .  378 

Russell  B.  Kelly,  Birch  Meadow .  zly 

*Byron  H.  Sargent,  School  St .  388 

Edgar  P.  Sargent,  Bear  Hill  St .  148 

Richard  E.  Sargent,  Bear  Hill  St .  151 

*Edson  C.  Walker,  Birch  Meadow  .  433 

Blanks  .  635 

Tree  Warden,  for  One  Year 

Elmer  E.  Battis,  Maple  St .  186 

*Samuel  C.  Doust,  Church  St .  480 

Blanks  .  118 

Playground  Commissioner,  for  One  Year 

^Raymond  J.  Bagley,  East  Main  St .  387 

Herbert  F.  Bailey,  Locust  St . . .  205 

Ralph  W.  Kelley,  Locust  St .  131 

*  Willard  T.  Kelly,  Birch  Meadow  .  370 

*Chauncey  D.  MacKay,  Liberty  St .  324 

George  K.  Nicol,  Pleasant  St .  201 

Robert  H.  Stewart,  Prospect  St .  135 

^Frederick  E.  Sweetser,  Main  St .  368 

Clayton  K.  Turner,  Church  St .  314 

*  Cues  ter  E.  Whiting,  Main  St .  411 

Blanks  . 1074 
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SCHOOL  REPORT 

To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Merrimac: 

In  accordance  with  custom  and  with  the  Acts  of  the  General 
Court,  1859,  Chapter  57,  we  herewith  submit  to  you  the  67th  An¬ 
nual  School  Report. 


WILLARD  T.  KELLY,  Chairman 
ANNIE  L.  TUCKER,  Secretary 
HOWARD  L.  DeLONG, 

School  Committee. 


MERRIMAC  SCHOOL  CALENDAR 


(Continued  from  calendar  in  1935  Town  Report) 


March  1937  to  March  1938 


March 

1, 

April 

19, 

April 

23, 

May 

3, 

May 

31, 

June 

18, 

June 

22, 

June 

24, 

September 

7, 

September 

8, 

October 

12, 

November 

11, 

November 

25  -  26, 

December 

17, 

December 

23, 

January 

3, 

February 

18, 

February 

28. 

1937 — All  schools  open  for  third  term. 

1937 — All  schools  close,  Patriots’  Day. 

1937 — All  schools  close  for  Spring  vacation. 
1937 — All  schools  open  for  Spring  term. 

1937 — All  schools  close.  Memorial  Day  ob¬ 
served. 

1937 — Elementary  schools  close. 

1937 — Junior  High  Graduation. 

1937 — High  School  Graduation. 

1937 — Parents’  Day,  registration  for  all  enter¬ 
ing  pupils. 

1937— All  schools  open  for  Fall  term. 

1937 — All  schools  close,  Columbus  Day. 

1937 — All  schools  close,  Armistice  Day. 

1937 — All  schools  close  for  Thanksgiving  recess. 
1937 — Elementary  schools  close  for  Christmas 
vacation. 

1937 —  Junior  &  Senior  High  Schools  close  for 

Christmas  vacation. 

1938 —  All  schools  open  for  Winter  term. 

1938 _ \H  schools  close  for  mid-Winter  vacation. 

1938 — All  schools  open  for  third  term. 
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NO  SCHOOL  SIGNAL 

7:30  a.  m. — 11 — 11 — long  pause — 1.  No  school  in  grades  only. 
7:30  a.  m. — 11 — 11 — 11.  No  school  in  high  schools  and  grades. 
11:40  a.  m. — Same  signals.  One  session. 

12:30  p.  m. — Same  signals.  No  school  in  afternoon. 

SCHOOL  OFFICERS 

John  C.  Page,  Ed.  D.,  Superintendent  of  Schools 

Address:  West  Newbury  Tel.  W.  N.  52 

Margaret  R.  Sawyer,  Secretary 

Address:  West  Newbury  Tel.  W.  N.  52 

Alexander  M.  Sullivan,  Supervisor  of  Attendance 

Address:  Locust  Street  Tel.  238 

A.  Frances  Davis,  M.  D.,  School  Physician 

Address:  16  Main  Street  Tel.  154 


Jean  Badashaw,  School  Nurse 
Address:  29  Mill  Street 


Tel.  52-11 


DIRECTORY  OF  SCHOOL  STAFF,  OCTOBER  1936 
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Music  Supervisor  Doris  C.  Currier  Institute  of  Music  Pedagogy 
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THE  SCHOOL  SYSTEM 

In  October  the  enrollment  in  the  public  schools  was  454,  dis¬ 
tributed  as  follows:  At  Centre  227,  at  Port  19,  at  Junior  High  90. 
at  High  School  118.  Further  distribution  was:  At  Centre,  Miss  Mac¬ 
Donald  (Grade  I)  33,  Mrs.  Manning  (Grade  II)  36,  Miss  Titcomb 
(Grade  III)  31,  Mrs.  Blackden  (Grade  IV)  40,  Mrs.  Hardy  (Grade 
V)  42,  Mrs.  Kingsbury  (Grade  VI)  45.  At  Port,  Miss  Gillen  (Grade 
1—3,  II— 9,  IV— 7).  At  Junior  High,  Grade  VII— 48,  VIII— 42.  At 
High  School,  Grade  IX— 43,  X— 29,  XI— 22,  XII— 24. 

On  the  opening  of  school  in  September,  the  fourth  grade  enroll¬ 
ment  proved  to  be  beyond  the  capacity  of  the  classroom  available,  so 
four  girls  and  three  boys  who  had  been  promoted  in  June  from  the 
third  grade  at  the  Port  were  transferred  back  to  form  a  fourth  grade 
class  at  the  Port.  Fortunately  there  were  only  two  classes  at  the  Port, 
with  a  total  enrollment  of  twelve,  before  the  transfer  was  made. 

During  1936  there  were  several  changes  in  the  teaching  staff  of 
the  Merrimac  schools.  In  the  summer  Miss  Barbara  Morrell  re¬ 
signed,  after  ten  years  of  service  with  the  Merrimac  High  School. 
For  the  French  and  Latin  position  Miss  Mary  B.  Fullerton  of  Bever¬ 
ly  was  elected.  Miss  Fullerton  is  a  graduate  of  Beverly  High  School, 
and  of  Brown  University  from  which  she  has  the  A.  B.  degree.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  summer  also  Mrs.  Elaine  W.  Blackden  of  Westfield,  Maine, 
was  elected  for  the  fourth  grade  position  at  the  Centre  School,  in  the 
place  of  Mrs.  Theresa  Kondrat  Cullen.  Mrs.  Blackden  is  a  graduate 
of  Aroostook  Central  Institute  and  of  Aroostook  State  Normal 
School.  She  has  nine  years  of  teaching  experience.  On  October  16 
Mr.  Isaiah  Chase  left  his  position  as  English  teacher  to  accept  a  posi¬ 
tion  at  a  larger  salary  in  the  high  school  at  East  Bridgewater.  Mr. 
Chase’s  position  was  filled  at  once  by  the  transfer  of  Mr.  Frederick 
A.  Small  from  the  English  department  of  the  junior  high  school, 
while  Mr.  Small’s  position  was  also  filled  at  once  by  the  appointment 
of  Miss  Vera  Dealy  of  Medford.  Miss  Dealy  is  a  graduate  of  Med¬ 
ford  High  School  and  of  Emerson  College,  from  which  she  has  the 
bachelor’s  degree.  Miss  Dealy  has  also  taken  courses  at  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity.  At  the  end  of  October  Miss  Evelyn  F.  E.  Oliver,  who  had 
been  commercial  teacher  at  the  high  school  since  September,  1934 
resigned  to  accept  a  position  at  higher  salary  in  Andover.  The  com- 
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mercial  position  was  filled  at  once  by  the  election  of  Miss  Florence 
I.  Bradley  of  Newburvport.  Miss  Bradley  is  a  graduate  of  the  New- 
buryport  High  School  and  of  Salem  Teachers  College,  from  which 
she  has  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Education.  She  has  had 
six  years  experience  as  a  commercial  teacher. 


During  the  year  Mrs.  Hardy  and  Miss  Titcomb  continued  their 
training  by  taking  extension  courses  in  education. 

Improvements  during  the  year  include  the  continuation  of  the 
W.  P.  A.  playground  grading  project  at  the  high  school,  and  the  in¬ 
stallation  in  the  basement  of  the  junior  high  of  a  small  sheet  board 
room  for  photography  projects  of  the  science  club  under  Mr.  Patchett. 
The  minor  upkeep  and  repairs  in  four  buildings  of  the  age  of  the 
Merrimac  school  buildings  is,  and  probably  always  will  be,  consider¬ 
able.  Even  so,  it  may  be  figured  from  state  reports  that  Merrimac’s 
per-pupil  building  upkeep  expenditure  averaged  just  half  of  the 
state's  average  for  towns  in  Merrimac’s  group  during  the  three  years 
preceding  the  compulsory  changes  at  Centre  School.  The  most  cosFy 
single  item  in  1936  was  the  renewal  of  a  fuma:e  in  the  high  scho  1 
In  the  summer  it  became  evident  that  the  old  furnace  had  got  beyond 
repair.  The  finding' of  funds  for  the  purchase  of  a  new  furnace  was 
difficult;  it  meant  transferring  from  other  needed  items  in  the  budget. 
Unfortunately,  another  of  the  three  furnaces  at  the  high  school  will 
probably  have  to  be  replaced  in  1937.  The  greatest  single  need,  how¬ 
ever,  for  1937  is  the  overhauling  of  toilet  facilities  at  both  High  and 
Centre  Schools.  At  the  High  School  new  toilets  are  needed  at  once. 
At  the  Centre  School  new  seats  are  needed,  and  the  wash  basin  in 
the  boys’  basement  should  be  equipped  with  a  faucet,  soap,  and 
towels. 

Pupil  activities  during  1936  have  been  many  and  varied.  Prin¬ 
cipals’  reports  will  be  found  herewith.  A  noteworthy  extension  of  ac¬ 
tivities  at  the  Junior  High  School  was  the  girls’  basket  ball  practice 
under  Miss  Dealy,  usually  on  Tuesday  afternoons  at  Sargent  Hall. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  June  16,  at  Sargent  Hall,  a  class  of  34, 
consisting  of  17  girls  and  17  boys,  graduated  from  the  Merrimac 
Junior  High  School.  The  valedictory  was  by  Catherine  Clark,  the 
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salutatory  by  Shirley  Whiting,  and  the  address  by  the  Reverend 
David  Buzzell. 

On  Thursday  evening,  June  18,  at  Sargent  Hall,  a  class  of  13, 

consisting  of  8  girls  and  5  boys,  graduated  from  the  Merrimac  High 

School.  The  valedictory  was  by  Leonora  Child  and  the  salutatory  by 

Lester  Sweeney.  Special  honors  and  awards  will  be  found  elsewhere. 

The  present  class  of  1937  with  its  enrollment  of  24,  as  well  as  the 

present  enrollment  figures  of  the  junior,  sophomore,  and  freshman 

classes,  bid  fair  to  swell  the  size  of  the  graduating  classes  for  the  years 

immediatelv  ahead. 

* 

The  year  1936  found  the  Parent-Teacher  Association,  the  local 
Grange,  and  many  parents,  citizens,  and  friends  continuing  their  help¬ 
ful  interest  in  the  schools.  Among  donations  may  be  mentioned  a  dic¬ 
tionary  stand  given  by  Mrs.  Harvey  Anderson  to  the  junior  high. 

“All  the  teachers  of  the  Centre  School  are  very  grateful  for  the 
lantern  slides,  sand  boxes  and  balls  presented  by  the  Parent-Teacher 
Association.  Much  benefit  is  being  derived  from  the  radio,  by  all 
grades,  as  the  American  School  of  the  Air  is  followed  regularly.” 
Mrs.  Kingsbury  “wishes  to  thank  the  parents  for  their  co-operation 
in  making  a  success  of  the  noon  basketball  practice.” 

Transportation  was  continued  during  1936  under  contract  with 
the  Massachusetts  Northeastern  Transportation  Company.  122,  or 
about  36?A%  of  the  pupils,  were  transported. 

On  the  financial  side,  the  school  department  has  continued  to 
keep  within  its  appropriation.  It  has  meant  the  loss  of  good  teachers 
who  were  given  raises  elsewhere,  it  has  meant  the  hiring  of  new 
teachers  at  cut  figures,  it  has  meant  inability  to  meet  requests  for  a 
one-session  day  at  the  high  school,  and  it  has  meant  budget  difficulty 
in  meeting  the  emergency  of  purchasing  a  new  furnace  at  the  high 
school,  but  it  has  been  done.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  our  reim¬ 
bursements  have  been  gaining  steadily.  This  means  less  cost  to  the 
town  under  the  same  appropriation.  In  1936  the  cash  received  was 
$9,841.73,  and  a  little  over  a  hundred  is  still  due  at  the  year-end. 
The-e  reimbursements  are  received  in  response  to  claims  filed  in  de- 
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tail  from  the  superintendent’s  office.  The  expected  reimbursements 
for  1937  amount  to  $10,355.17. 

In  spite  of  these  reimbursements  which  return  to  the  town  a 
noticeable  share  of  the  cost  of  education,  the  total  cost  per  pupil  per 
year  in  Merrimac  places  the  town  among  the  most  economical  5% 
in  the  state,  among  towns  in  its  population  class  (104th  among  109). 
These  figures  are  from  the  state  report  of  November  30,  1936. 

t 

REPORT  OF  DRAWING  SUPERVISOR 
Dr.  John  C.  Page,  Supt.  of  Schools, 

Dear  Sir: 

In  reviewing  the  year’s  work  I  wish  to  note  the  satisfactory 
progress  at  the  Port  School  in  using  drawing  and  construction  as  a 
means  of  developing  units  of  work.  The  sand  table,  ample  floor  and 
wall  space,  offer  an  excellent  opportunity  for  good  results  which  are 
being  obtained. 

i  — :  —•a 

Last  year  all  grades  above  the  fourth  entered  the  State-wide 
S.  P.  C.  A.  Humane  Poster  Contest  and  names  of  prize  winners  were 
announced  in  the  newspapers.  Other  commendable  posters  were  shown 
at  the  library  and  the  Heath  Insurance  Co.  Of  necessity  all  posters 
cannot  be  sent  in,  and  the  required  elimination  to  five  is  made  by  a 
group  of  disinterested  persons  to  whom  the  pupils’  names  are  not 
known. 

This  year  Safety  is  the  subject  of  our  posters  as  it  seems  to  be 

needed  in  all  grades. 

During  the  next  few  weeks  some  of  the  Christmas  work  of  the 
Junior  High  School  will  be  shown  at  the  library,  silhouettes  on  glass, 
gift  boxes,  and  small  gifts  made  of  scrap  leather. 

Work  of  the  High  School  classes  has  occasionally  been  shown 
also  at  the  library.  The  students  are  handicapped  b”  lifted  space  for 
materials,  equipment,  and  classes,  but,  considering  this  fact,  their 
work  is  progressing  well.  Handicraft,  fashion  illustration,  poster  and 
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sign  making,  and  mechanical  drawing  are  the  subjects  offered  at 
present. 

I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to  all  school  of¬ 
ficials  for  their  assistance  and  co-operation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNIE  A.  KELLY, 

Supervisor  of  Drawing. 


THE  SCHOOL  REPORT  OF  MRS.  JEAN  BADASHAW, 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSE,  1936 


Number  of  school  visits  . 

Number  of  home  visits  . 

Number  of  children  visited  . 

Number  of  pupils  examined  at  school  by  Dr.  Davis  (school 
physician) — nurse  assisting  . 

Number  of  defects  nutrition  . 

Number  defects  posture . 

Number  defects  teeth . 256  Corrections  . 

Number  defects  nose  and  throat  . 

Slight  heart  defects  . 

Number  defects  of  vision .  4  Corrections  . 


352 

106 

173 

517 

164 

146 

63 

244 

48 

3 


On  October  20th,  the  follow-up  of  the  Essex  Sanatorium  School 
Clinic,  was  continued  by  X-raying  4  pupils  at  Amesbury  High  School, 
and  an  examination  on  October  29  at  Merrimae  High  School. 

The  Toxoid  treatments  were  continued  January  6  and  27  at 
Centre  School,  also  visited  10  homes  to  give  the  treatments,  the 
toxoid  was  given  by  Dr.  Davis. 

Preparations  are  now  being  made  for  immunizing  for  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  diphtheria. 


On  May  13  and  20th,  the  pre-school  clinics  were  held  in  the 
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Assessors  Office  of  Town  Hall,  16  children  were  examined  by  Dr. 
Davis,  nurse  assisting. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JEAN  BADASHAW, 

School  Nurse. 

REPORT  OF  JUNIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL  PRINCIPAL 

Dr.  John  C.  Page,  Superintendent  of  Schools, 

Dear  Mr.  Page: 

1936  closes  at  the  Junior  High  School  with  an  excellent  spirit 
of  co-operation  among  both  pupils  and  teachers. 

Our  daily  routine  work  changes  but  little  from  year  to  year.  In 
every  study  the  ideals  of  responsible  citizenship  are  held  prominently 
before  the  student  body,  and  nobility  of  character  as  the  foundation 
of  all  worth  while  education. 

The  object  of  our  present  boys’  and  girls’  athletic  association 
is  designed  to  build  wholesome  habits  and  educational  leadership.  We 
have  a  varied  and  well  organized  program  of  intra-mural  sports.  This 
inter  school  and  class  program  is  planned  in  such  a  manner  that  all 
students  will  have  opportunity  to  play  on  teams,  benefit  from  whole¬ 
some  recreation,  and  share  in  acquisition  of  good  social  habits  that 
may  result  from  play.  In  the  future  we  hope  to  introduce  soccer  and 
volley  ball  as  a  part  of  the  school’s  extra  curriculum  activities.  We 
are  working  to  the  end  that  physical  education  in  the  Junior  High 
may  be  administered  as  a  regular  school  subject. 

A  Winter  sport  carnival  for  our  students  has  been  planned. 

A  camera  club,  under  the  direction  of  the  Principal,  was  organ¬ 
ized  a  year  ago.  This  plays  a  very  definite  part  in  our  school  life, 
made  possible  by  the  erection  of  an  adequate  photographic  room  in 
the  basement. 

Last  June  a  class  of  35  graduated  from  the  Junior  High  School. 
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Their  two  years  of  school  work  at  this  institution  was  completed  by  a 
visit  to  the  places  of  historical  interest  in  and  around  Boston. 

Grateful  acknowledgment  is  made  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  the  teachers  of  the  Junior  High  and  to  all  other  individuals 
who  have  given  valuable  assistance  and  co-operation  during  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HOWARD  G.  PATCHETT. 

MERRIMAC  JUNIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL 
Graduates  of  8th  Grade,  Class  of  1936 

Charles  Edward  Bridges,  Eleine  Brown,  Bernard  Berry  Burbeck, 
Leo  J.  Busch,  Eleanore  Lillian  Chase,  *Catherine  Clark,  Ray  George 
Clark,  Jr.,  Arnold  Eugene  Connor,  *Anna  Janet  Crymble,  Ruth  Eliza¬ 
beth  Donahue,  Donald  Evan  Harvey,  H.  James  Hume,  John  F. 
Joudrey,  *Constance  Judkins,  *Howard  I.  Lafaver,  *Henry  Douglas 
Lay,  Arthur  Dodge  Lockwood,  Jr.,  Robert  Duncan  MacDougall, 
Helen  E.  Mader,  Winnifred  Marion  McCarron,  Rachel  B.  Munroe. 
Shirley  Thelma  Nelson,  Yvette  Clara  Perry,  Frederick  Leo  Regis,  Jr., 
M.  Alan  Rernick,  Norman  Arthur  Sande,  Robert  L.  Streeter,  Barbara 
Ellen  Sullivan,  Helen  Louella  Tammick,  Pearl  L.  Thompson,  *Ar- 
mand  I.  Vallieres,  *Shirley  Gladys  Whiting,  Helen  Marie  Wilson, 
Shirley mae  Mary  Young. 

*  Scholastic  Honors. 

REPORT  OF  HIGH  SCHOOL  PRINCIPAL 

Doctor  J.  C.  Page,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  and  Members  of  the 
School  Board: 

I  submit  herewith  the  annual  report  of  the  Merrimac  High 
School  for  the  year  1936. 

As  has  been  customary  during  the  past  several  years,  I  am  pre¬ 
facing  this  report  with  a  tabular  arrangement  of  the  enrollment  ac¬ 
cording  to  courses  pursued. 
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Col.  Sc.  Total  Total  Stud- 

Enrollment  Gen.  Prep.  Prep.  Norm.  Comm.  Girls  Boys  ents 

Seniors 

Girls  .  6  1  0  0  8  15 

_ Boys  .  5  0  4  0  0  9  24 

Juniors 

Girls  .  3  2  1  2  6  14 

Boys  .  5  0  2  0  1  8  22 

Sophomores 

Girls  .  4  4  0  1  8  17 

Boys  . .  8  10  12  12  29 

Freshmen 

Girls  .  2  6  1  1  9  19 

Boys  .  4  5  6  1  8  24  43 


37  19  14  6  4Z  65  53  118 


Of  the  total  enrollment,  the  percentage  of  boys  has  steadily  in¬ 
creased  from  35%  on  October  1,  1933  to  45%  on  October  1,  1936. 

In  spite  of  two  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  faculty,  since  the 
beginning  of  school  in  September  1936,  class  work  has  been  main¬ 
tained  equal  to  the  high  standard  characteristic  of  the  past  few  years. 
Mr.  Isaiah  Chase  responded  to  a  greater  opportunity  at  East  Bridge- 
water  and  left  after  the  school  year  had  been  well  started.  Highly  re¬ 
spected  and  well  liked  by  both  students  and  fellow  teachers,  Mr 
Chase  was  presented  a  travelling  bag  at  a  special  assembly.  Mr.  Fred¬ 
erick  A.  Small,  transferred  from  the  Junior  High  School,  has  been 
ably  upholding  the  standards  of  the  English  Department. 

Miss  Evelyne  F.  E.  Oliver,  head  of  the  Commercial  Department 
accepted  a  position  at  Andover,  Massachusetts  soon  after  Mr.  Chase 
left.  Miss  Oliver’s  untiring  and  efficient  efforts  as  both  teacher  of 
Commercial  subjects  and  as  coach  of  girls’  basketball,  won  her  the 
esteem  of  all.  The  students  presented  a  travelling  bag  to  Miss  Oliver 
at  a  special  assembly.  Miss  Florence  Bradley,  formerly  head  of  the 
Commercial  Department  at  West  Newbury  High  School  has  been 
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successful  in  maintaining  the  continuity  of  the  Commercial  work  in  a 
noteworthy  manner.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  although  two  unusually 
capable  members  of  the  faculty  were  attracted  to  other  positions  after 
the  school  year  had  started,  the  usual  work  and  routine  of  the  high 
school  has  been  carried  on  with  no  appreciable  break.  Miss  Roberts 
Annon,  head  of  the  history  department,  is  coaching  girls’  basketball. 
An  experienced  basketball  player,  Miss  Annon  is  a  capable  coach. 

There  were  thirteen  students  graduated  in  the  Class  of  1936. 
The  class  parts  were  awarded  as  follows:  Valedictory,  Leonora  G. 
Child:  Salutatory,  Charles  L.  Sweeney,  Jr.;  Class  History,  Mary  E. 
Waterhouse;  Class  Will,  Elbert  E.  McConnell;  Class  Prophecy, 
Joseph  D.  DeLong;  Class  Gifts,  Betty  J.  Goodwin;  Class  Poem, 
Florabel  Joudrey. 

Among  the  various  high  school  extra-curriculum  activities  were 
“The  Belle  of  Bagdad,”  an  operetta  on  April  17,  1936;  the  Junior 
Promenade;  the  annual  Memorial  Day  exercises;  a  one-act  play, 
“Sauce  for  the  Gosling,”  presented  for  the  entertainment  of  the 
Parent-Teachers  Association,  by  members  of  the  Junior  Class,  and 
which  was  given  at  the  request  of  two  other  organizations;  the  annual 
Freshman  Dance,  and  the  Senior  Play,  “The  Dead  of  the  Night”  on 
January  15,  1937. 

A  high  school  organization  which  has  been  exceedingly  active  is 
the  Hi-Y  Club.  This  club  composed  of  twenty-four  high  school  boys, 
sponsored  a  series  of  lectures  on  sex-education  for  boys.  An  experi¬ 
enced  lecturer,  Mr.  L.  W.  Dearborn  of  the  Massachusetts  Society  for 
Social  Hygiene,  gave  a  series  of  three  lectures  followed  by  question 
periods,  to  which  all  boys  were  invited  provided  the  parent  sanc¬ 
tioned  their  attendance  by  signing  a  form  provided  for  this  purpose. 
Many  favorable  comments  concerning  these  lectures  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  from  parents.  At  the  Essex  County  Conference  of  Hi-Y  Clubs 
Myron  Kelly  was  elected  president  of  the  Conference  for  1937  and 
Myron  Kelly  was  awarded  first  prize  for  the  best  essay  from  Essex 
County  on  “What  the  Lawrence  Conference  Meant  to  Me.”  During 
the  year  previous,  two  Merrimac  boys,  the  details  having  been  given 

in  a  Drevious  reDort,  won  similar  honors.  Twelve  bovs  attended  the 
three  day  Conference  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island.  A  carnival,  as- 
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sembly  speakers,  and  various  club  activities  give  proof  of  an  active 
organization  of  high  school  boys. 

The  Parent-Teachers  Association  has  been  generous  in  present¬ 
ing  the  high  school  ten  dollars  for  athletics,  a  subscription  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Geographic  Magazine  and  twelve  books  for  home  reading  re¬ 
ports.  Mr.  Fred  Gibbs  gave  a  set  of  three  bases  to  the  high  school  for 
baseball.  The  high  school  greatly  appreciates  gifts  of  this  kind. 

At  a  County  Essay  Contest  sponsored  by  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  on  the  subject,  “Security  through  National  Defense,” 
Charles  L.  Sweeney,  Jr.,  won  first  prize,  and  Leonora  G.  Child,  second. 

At  an  essay  contest  on  the  subject,  “Is  there  danger  in  America 
from  Fascism  or  Communism?”  sponsored  by  the  Merrimac  Grange, 
Thelma  Hughes  won  first;  Catherine  Clark,  second;  and  Frances 
Hall,  third. 

A  new  mimeograph  has  been  added  to  the  equipment  of  the  high 
school.  The  old  machine,  constantly  in  use  for  printing  the  Journal, 
examinations,  letters,  administrative  forms,  and  programs,  has  been 
replaced  by  a  newer  machine  making  it  possible  to  do  the  same  work 
more  efficiently.  A  gift  of  money  by  the  Class  of  1936  materially 
helped  in  this  purchase. 

I  thank  Dr.  Page  and  the  School  Committee  for  their  co-opera¬ 
tion  and  help  during  the  past  year. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


C.  D.  MacKAY,  Principal. 


MERRIMAC  HIGH  SCHOOL 


CLASS  OF  1936 


Name 


Course 


Glenna  Pauline  Blackden 
Helen  Dorothea  Brady 
Richard  Edward  Calnan 


General 

General 

General 
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Leonora  Gertrude  Child 
Joseph  Donald  DeLong 
Betty  Jean  Goodwin 
Charlotte  Duncan  How 
James  Calvin  How 
Phyllis  E.  Hoyt 
Florabel  Joudrey 
Elbert  Edwin  McConnell 
Charles  Lester  Sweeney,  Jr. 
Mary  Elizabeth  Waterhouse 


College  Preparatory 

Commercial 

General 

Commercial 

General 

Commercial 

General 

Scientific  Preparatory 
Scientific  Preparatory 
College  Preparatory 


Special  Awards 

Balfour  Award  (for  scholarship,  loyalty  and  achievement)  Elbert 
E.  McConnell. 

Washington  and  Franklin  Medal  (for  excellence  in  the  study  of 
United  States  History)  Leonora  A.  Child. 


MERRIMAC  HIGH  SCHOOL  1935-36 
Honor  Roll  for  the  Year 


1.  Beth  Whiting .  93.00 

2.  Leonora  Child  .  92.50 

3.  Mary  Whiting  .  91.50 

4.  Frances  Hall  .  91.00 

5.  Barbara  Murray  . 90.00 

6.  Marjorie  Emery  .  89.50 

7.  Stanley  Whiting .  88.50 

8.  C.  Lester  Sweeney .  87.00 

9.  J.  Donald  DeLong  .  86.00 

10.  Helmi  Mustonen  .  85.75 

11.  Howard  Bessey  .  85.40 

12.  Elbert  McConnell  .  85.20 

Muriel  Wallace  .  85.20 

13.  Anna  Foster .  85.00 
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Letters  for  Basketball,  1936 


Girls 

Helen  Brady — Captain  Dorothy  Urquhart 

Anna  Foster  Lillian  Sande 

Emma  Eaton  Frances  Hutchins 

Alcha  Huntress  Shirley  Lord — Manager 

Letters  for  Basketball,  1936 


Fred  Bailey — Captain 
William  Casazza 
Allan  Murray 


Boys 


Jacob  Quinney 
Ralph  Sargent 

Frances  Bailey — Player,  Manager 


Boys  to  whom  Letters  in  Baseball  were  Awarded,  1936 


William  Casazza  (Capt.)  Wallace  Carter 

Fred  Bailey  Allen  Murray 

Clayton  Urquhart  '  Ralph  Sargent 

James  How  Jacob  Quinney 

Frances  Bailey — Player,  Manager 


Those  to  whom  Journal  Pins  were  Awarded,  1936 


Gilbert  Lafaver 
Beth  Whiting 
Lillian  Sande 
Thelma  Sande 
Elbert  McConnell 
Thelma  Hughes 
Frances  Bailey 
Helen  Brady 
Anna  Foster 
Betty  Goodwin 


Shirley  Lord 
Allan  Murray 
C.  Lester  Sweeney 
Charlotte  How 
Betty  Waterhouse 
Phyllis  Hoyt 
Catherine  Clark 
Leonora  Child 
Shirley  Berube 
J.  Donald  DeLong 


ATTENDANCE  HONOR  ROLL 
Not  absent  for  Two  years,  September,  1934  to  June,  1936— Ray- 
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mond  Anderson,  Bernard  Burbeck,  James  Clark,  Frederick  Noone, 
Hugh  Remick. 

Not  absent  for  One  year,  September,  1935  to  June,  1936: 

High  School — Alcha  Huntress,  Shirley  Lord,  Allan  Murray. 
Junior  High  School — Arnold  Connor,  Mary  Fortin,  Donald  Har¬ 
vey,  Arthur  Lockwood,  Norman  Sande,  Wallace  Clifford. 

Centre  School — Grade  6:  Almeda  Chase,  Eleanor  DeLong,  Elsie 
O’Keefe,  Julia  Raymond,  Helen  Slobon.  Grade  5:  Jean  Manning, 
Willis  Soper,  Harold  Wallace,  Wilbur  Wallace.  Grade  4:  Shirley 
Breed,  Richard  Chase,  Henry  Fortin,  Barbara  Reed,  Donald  Stultz. 
Grade  3:  Lydia  Soper,  Gordon  Spinney.  Grade  2:  Gladys  Bailey. 
Grade  1:  none. 

Merrimacport  School — Alva  Clark,  James  Clark,  Phyllis  Clark, 
Edward  Mader,  Roland  Spinney,  Arthur  Wyman. 

1936  FINANCIAL  SUMMARY 


Regular  school  appropriation . $28,000.00 

Appropriated  for  school  committee  salaries  .  175.00 

Refunded  dog  tax  .  246.58 

Returned  check  . 60.00 

Cash  refund . .63 

Telephone  tolls  . 3.85 


Total  available  for  schools . $28,486.06 

Total  expenditures .  28,473.04 


Balance . $  13.02 

Reimbursements: 

Supt.  Schools  . $  483.33 

General  School  Fund,  Pt.  I  .  5,530.00 

General  School  Fund,  Pt.  II .  3,502.40 

Tuition  &  Transp.  Wards .  323.00 

All  other .  3.00 


Total 


$9,841.73 
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Total  expenditures  . $28,473.04 

Total  reimbursements  .  9,841.73 

Total  expended  from  local  taxation  in  1936  . $18,631.31 


SUMMARY  OF  EXPENSES,  1936 


General  Control 


School  committee  salaries . $  172.01 

School  committee  expenses .  13.45 

Supt.  schools’  salary  .  850.00 

Secretary’s  salary .  250.00 

Office  supplies  &  travel  expenses  .  174.99 


Law  enforcement  (including  County  tuition  160.74 

- - - -  $  1,621.19 

Cost  of  Instruction 

$17,313.70 

71.50  : 

800.00 
645.73 
996.06 

- —  $19,826.99 

Cost  of  Operation 


Teachers’  salaries  .... 

Substitutes  .....3 . 

Supervisors’  salaries 

Text  books . '.. 

Supplies  . 


Janitors’  salaries  . . 

Fuel  . 

Janitors’  supplies,  cleaning,  etc. 


$  1,436.96 
1,572.24 
154.70 


$ 


Repairs . 

Libraries . 

Health  . . 

Transportation 
Equipment  ...... 

Miscellaneous  . 


3,163.90 

992.50 

14.22 

317.19 

2,037.50 

446.72 

52.83 


Total 


$28,473.04 
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1937  FINANCIAL  ESTIMATES 


General  Control 

School  committee  salaries  . $  175.00 

School  committee  expenses .  25.00 

Supt.  schools’  salary  .  850.00 

Secretary’s  salary .  250.00 

Office  supplies  &  travel  expenses .  150.00 

Law  enforcement .  85.00 

-  $  1,535.00 


Cost  of  Instruction 

Teachers’  salaries  ... 

Substitutes  . 

Supervisors’  salaries 

Text  books  . 

Supplies  . 


Cost  of  Operation 

Janitors’  salaries  . 

Fuel  . 

Janitors’  sup.,  cleaning,  etc. 

Repairs . 

New  toilet  system  (H.  S.)  ... 
New  heating  system  (H.  S.) 

Health 

School  Nurse  . . 

School  Physician  . 

Health  Physician . 

Transportation . 

Equipment  . 

Miscellaneous . 


$17,340.00 

150.00 

800.00 

600.00 

900.00 

-  $17,790.00 


$  1,450.00 
1,560.00 
280.00 

-  $  3,290.00 

. .  800.00 

371.00 

. 1.......  479.00 


$  250.00 

50.00 

25.00  .  .  ,7_- 

- -.$  32  5.00  •• 

.  2,075.001 

200.00 

.  35.00 


Total 


$28,900.00 
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Estimated  1937  reimbursements 


Supt.  Schools  . $  483.33 

General  School  Fund,  Pt.  I  .  5,550.00 

General  School  Fund,  Pt.  II .  3,524.29 

Tuition  &  transportation,  Wards .  501.60 

Tuition  to  local  schools  .  239.25 

Transportation  to  local  schools  .  56.70 


$10,355.17 


Estimated  total  for  schools  in  1937  . 
Estimated  reimbursements  for  1937 


$28,900.00 

10,355.17 


Estimated  total  from  local  taxation  in  1937 


$18,544.83 
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